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CONFIDENTIAL. 


‘urther Correspondence respecting the Suez Canal, 


Foreign Office $0 Suez Canal Directors 
(No.1, Commercial. 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 7, 1898. 
WITH reference to your despateh No. 24, Commorcial, of the 16th ultimo, { am 
directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit horewith the $26 shares in the Suos 
Canal Company, the property of Her Majesty's Government, which were drawn on the 
16th ultimo for repaymen 
T am to request that you will prosont them for payment, and remit the proooods 
to the Bank of England for Hor Majesty's Exchequer under the arrangements approved 
by tho Treasury Minute of the 13th December, 1594. 
Tam, &e. 
CURZON 





No, 9 
Forvign Office to Treamury. 


Foreign Office, January 7, 1898, 

1y the Marquess of Salisbury to acknowlede the receipt of your 

letter of the Sth instant, inslosing ares in the Suez Canal Company, the property 

of Her Majesty's Government, which have been drawn for repayment, and [am to 

request that you will inform the Loris Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury that 

the shares Have been sent to the British Suez Canal Directors with the necessary 
instructions, 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) G. N. CURZON 





Ro. 3. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office (Received January 10.) 


Sa, Board of Trade, January 8, 1898, 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 28th ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a 
note from the Swedish Minister requesting information with regard to the basis of 
ealculation adopted for the issue of Suez Canal special tonnage certificates by this 
Department, 

In reply, I am to state, for Lord Salisbu information, that in measuring ships 
for Suz Canal certificates the surveyors of this Department adhere strictly to the 

[1090] B 
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Regulations for the measurement of tonnage recommended by the International 
‘Tonnage Commission assembled at Constantinople in 1873, eontained in Appendi 

of the Instructions issued for the guidance of the surveyors, a copy of which is 
forwarded herewith. 

I am to add that under these Regulations the spaces in vessels used for water 
ballast, when constructed on what is known as the Macintyre system, were not 
exempt from measurement, although similar spaces built on the cellular principle were 
exempt, and early last year representations as to the unfairness of this course were 
made to the Suez Cansl Company, with the result that the Company agreed to the 
exemption from measurement of such spaces in future, upon whatever system con- 
structed, provided they did not adit of being uso for tho earsiage of cargo, stores, oF 
fuel. 

‘This concession was communicated to this Department in the Foreign Office letter 
of the 18th June last, and is embodied in the flest paragraph of clause 5 on p. 2 of the 
Tustructions to surveyors mentioned above, 

Lhave, tte. 
(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER. 


No. 4. 
‘The Marquess of Salisbury to Count Lewenhoupt 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 17, 1808, 
1 DID not fail to foe to tho proper Department of Hor Majesty's Government 
your note of the 17th ultimo, roquesting information with regard to tho basis of 
Caleulation adopted forthe asun of Suen Canal special tonsa certificates, 
T have now the honour to inform you that T lear from the Board of Trade that 
in measuring ships for Sue Canal cortifloates their surveyors adhoro strictly to the 
Regulations for the mensurement of tonnage recommended by the International 


Tonnage Commission asombled at Constantinople in 1878 contained in Appendix (B) 
n 


of tho Instructions issued for the guidance of ors. 

Tt mppears, however, that under these Regulations the spaces in vesscls used for 
water ballast, when constructed on what is known a8 the Macintyre system, were not 
exempt from measuroment, although similar spaces built on the cellular princip'e wero 
exempt, and early last year roprosentations ax to the unfairness of this course were 
mado to the Sues Canal Company, with tho result that the Company agreed to the 
exemption from measurement of such spaces in future, upon whatever system 
constructed, provided they did not admit of being used for the eneringe of cargo, stores, 
or fuel. 

‘his concession is embodied in the first ph of clause 5 on p. 2 of the 
Inutructions to the mearusing surveyors, mentioned above, a copy of which fe herein 
inclosed for convenience of reference, cio 

have, &e, 


(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No, 5. 
British Sues Conal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury — (Received February V5.) 


No. 2. Commercial.) 
ly Lord, : Paris, January 31, 1898. 

WE have tie honour to submit our Annual Report on the Budget of tho Sues 

Canal Company for the present year, which wns examined by the Finance Committee: 
‘of the rd December, and passed by the Council of Administration at 
their moeting on the 6th ultimo, 

Tt has been felt for some time that the system of preparing the Budgets and 
Keeping the sccounts of the Suez Canal Company was susceptible of much simplifeation, 
which would at the same time permit of the work being done by fewer hands and lead 
to further economy. 


Not printed, 
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Both Sir John Stokes and Mr. Austin Lee had pointed out the nocessity for this 
change, and their views were shared by the President, 

‘The appointment of a new Accountant-General of the Company in 1896 gavo 
Princes d’Arenberg the opportunity of having this question thoroughly examined. 
M. Bonnet, fhe new Accountant-General was sent to Beypt a year ago, and made a 
Yery able and exhaustive report, the conclusions of which were adopted, and upon 
which the Budget for 1898 has been prepared. 

‘The entire change of system proposed mado it necessary for the purpose of 
comparine the sums to be voted for this year with those voted for 1897, to recast the 
Istter upon the new lines, and to show what they would havo beon had the now 
system provailed in 1896. 

Your Lordship will observe, however, that not only are the figures of the different 
headings modified, but that the total has been materially increased. ‘This has beon 
due to a sories of ‘items in the former Budgets called * Budgets pour Ordre” having 
really related to matters of effective expenditure, which have now been necessarily 
ineladed in the ordinary estimate. 

It was necessary to give your Lordship this explanation to account for the 
discrepancy in the following Table between the figures theroin given for 1897, and 
‘those given in our despatch No. 2, Commercial, of the 4th January, 1897, 

‘The following ‘Table shows the comparison of the two Rudgeis 1897 and 
1898 — 


tet RRS 
Meads iar, patos fr | ations 
ieorerrect. | ar Teo 





Yr, 
Centr Adminlatration i 1a7Him | 1,431,600 


geass 
ananaat 
Explains Aoi 
bipenser do Diretion.- aarsso | ustoe 
Separate Domine 1s aii | trae 
‘Waterworks, Port Bti'and Taman aanook | aon.ara 
oo ini tana | istae 
Ralbway, ort Suit isin > " giao | atta 
u | ss) smi 


ee 94008968 | 10,178,r00 | 0,876,508 


Loan Rexpeacn 25 «| 16,188,490 | 10.190,490 | 10,810,620 
Commen Demin 198,880 root | ‘200.744 








General Total of Ondinnry Budget ..) 26,805,087 | 26,012,060 | 25,905,008 


Kistraordinary Badge 
Teoprovemeot of the Canat x 1,776,985 
General Total of Wifective Badigets | 561208 





On this comparison the Ordinary Budget for 1808 shows a reduction on the original 
estimate for 1897, as recast, of 309,221 fr, and on the final recast ostimato of 
617,140 fr.; whilst on the general total of “Effective Budgets there is a reduction 
on. the original of 715,216 fr., on ‘the final of 1,903,705 fr. ‘The oxplanation of 
this last figure is, that the works of improvement are drawing to a close, and that the 
sum voted for 1898 from the loan for these works is consequently much smaller than 
the final estimate for last year, though rather in oxcess of the original estimate, 

‘Who above given figure of $09,221 fr. is the talanoe of the various increases 
Anil reductions of the sums voted under the several headings—five of thom showing 
an inerease nd eight m decrease. 

The reduction of $1,307 fr. on tho estimate for Centeal Administration is due to 
reductions in the number of employés and in Agency expenses in France, as well as 
to better organization, 

‘The increase in the expenses of the Agency in Exypt is only apparent, as tho 
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principal addition is due to legal and sanitary expenses being charged to it, which, in 
ious Budgets, have been charged to other accounts. There are, however, some 
real additions for increased salaries and travelling expenses, which amount to about 
18,018 fr. rs 
Under the head of ‘Transit and Navigation the effective expenses are reduced by 
52,540 fr., principally by reduction of pay and expenses of staff, and of general 
expenses. : c 
Peithe further apparent reduction of 134686 fr. is the result of changes in rendering 
the account, die to charges being transferred to other headings. . 
Uniler the head of Mainte ere is a reduction of 248,794 fr., of which the 
i ‘ions, from dimination of numbers and 


amaller sums for » ining sum of 15,276 fr. being due to 


changes of form. 
‘Among the Bxplottations accessoires,” such as Tramway, Waterworks, &e., there 
is small increase on tho * Dépenses do Divction,” and a osrease on exch other item, 
8 compared with the original estimate as modified. On the five items there isa 
reduction of 31,303 fr. - 
The Loan Expenses and Common Domain each show m small increase, the latter 
very trifling; the former dao to a further issue of the 3 per esnt. Bonds during tho 


We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKE 
H, AUSTIN LEB. 
. W. FREMANTLE. 


No. 0, 
Consul Cameron to the Marquess of Salistury.—(Recsived February 


No. 7, 
{yi, |. Port Seld, February 

* “THE unavoidable stranding of Hor Majesty's battle-ship “ Victorious 
entrance to the channel of Port Said yesterday afternoon leads mo to respectfully wubrait 
to your Lordship cortain arguments in favour of a change in the present system of 
ilotage into this harbour, ‘ 
ernie Pout changel, no Tosa thin off tho coast of New York, pilot salling-boate 
will venture ont a long distance in all weathers to moot arriving steamers, 
Alexandria the Arab pilot comes off in a sailing-dhow and joins the vessel in good time 
before the entry of the channel 

ee Said the ayntem in quite different, ‘Tho Suez Canal Company accepts no 
risks. It insints upon its own European pilots being employed, and forbids enterprise on 
tho part of strangers. As xoon ax a ship is sigualled a pilot steamer goes out with 
‘# rowing-boat in tow, and in fine hearraietd ae pare = on a boat and 
is thus conveyed to the ship. In rough weather the pilot steamer merely hoists a signal 
“Follow mi nnd then leads the way in to be followed at a distance, ax best she can, by 
the vessel in aearch of the narrow channel. One would imagine that this process oug 
to be reversed, namely the pilot boat would safely content itself v ith 
the signal : "Follow ie,” and that in bad weather (for a consideration) a pilot would be 
tranaferre by life-bont om Woard the veel, or elie that the vessel would be ocilly 

ot to attempt the entrance till the sea had abated, 

Tart eas of Wea Bare, Oxted a nat wtavodt: bel w simple matter of business. ‘The 
‘owners of a ship which pays 1,000), for have a right to be furnished wit 
competent pilotage in ad weather. "The Company are moray bound By ene of to 
Alternatives: Bither to hoist a storm signal from the Egyptian light-howse, and not wend 
out their pilot boat ; or else, if they do send out a pilot boat, to make siete lotage 
‘effective by putting a pilot on board af any risk. ‘The prosent system is a half-hearted 
‘one of shirking respousibilities due to the vast amount of British sees whict causes 
the Canal Company to flourish. ‘The basis of my argument is that the Canal Company 
are under nn irredeemable debt to Her Majesty's Government for more than twenty 
‘Years, and had they seriously realined their obligations in the matter of pilotage at this 
harbour mouth, Her Majesty's ship “ Victorious” need never have been stranded and left 
helpless for twenty-four hours for want of local means of assistance. The “ Victorious 


off the 
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had a right to a storm signal, or to a pilot on board, and failing these, she had th right 
to the prompt aid of special service tug, similar to Her Majesty's ship“ Stormeoek,” 
which might have saved the situation (with the help of life-boats) at a critical 
moment, before ber condensers fouled with sand, and she had embedded herself in the 
shoals 

) unaware if the question of pilotage at this port has ever been previously 
submitted to your Lordship. The peril is inereasing, not only because of silt, but for 
ancther more pressing reason, Your Lordship is aware that the original narrowness uf 
the Canal cramped the growth of British ship-building, and forced our ship-owners for 
many years to run a small type of * tramp steuiners,"* specially made for this harbour and 
passage to Suez, The subsequent widening of the Caual at onee increased the average 
Yonnage of ships in transit. From a comparative "Table furnished to this Consulate by 
Wills and Co. it is seen that the average tonnage of ships was 2,113 tona in. 18904 
2,160 tons in 1806; and 2,251 tons in 1897. ‘This implies a corresponding incroase in 
draught, and in danger at the harbour mouth. 

‘The mouth of Port Said harbour channel opens to'the cast, nnd the western break: 
water might perhaps be lengthened with advantage. "The dangerous winds in winter are 
either south-westerly or north-westerly, veering from south to north, A strong current 
of several knots an hour runs eastward past the mouth of the channel. ‘Thus, in rough 
meathor, a vessel coming from the north-west hax to tarn a corner againwt the force of 
wind and current, Tn calm weather the water outside is quite deop enough, and there ix 

0 ditficulty in turning, especially with a pilot ou board, — But tive east wind soon sets up 

heary swell, tho current is greater, the depth varies, and therefore practically 
diminishes, and, without « pilot, the whip-master must rely of his own looal exporience te 
are bis vowel from imminent peril. A very long and powerful inail-steamer wa 
periaes ride over the varying depths, but a short and heavy vowel, once she touches, 
loves stoeragesray at the eitial moment, and te then anépt down past the narrow 
entrance inte shallow wator, where she Ix driven hy iplewly round and round, a pitiable 
sight, till finally embedded in the sand some distance from the spot where who lirst took 
ground. 

On the afierneon of the ih Janvary, the east wind blowing a 7-8, or moderate 
fresh gule (Board of Trade scale for camnlty purposes) the Peninwular and Oriental 
steamship “Victoria” was soon to be following the jillotateamer, that is, so far ay a 
very lovg vowel eat follow the example of a small tug round a bend in a he 
She wns driven far to the east, in spite of a captain who knew the route, Ther 
tured, hung, and, though at fall spoed, seemed to make but little headway again 
storm. A)i Port Bald was watching the struggle, oven the Canal Coinpuny was alarmed, 
and we felt reliof at her mxfo arrival into harbour, 

An hour later, the gale having freshened, the yteam-ship “Flambro,” 9 short and 
heavy collier for Zauzibat, repeated the experiment, failed 0 “follow” the pilot, took 
ground, and was driven over the saudy shoals xome’ distance to the east, where she had 
eventually to be lightened of cargo, and be towed, more orless damaged, into port, at a 
cont of some 3,000/. She hae since boon taken through the Canal to Buex dock: 80. extra 
for a pilot would havo been a rifle compared with there *alvagce, Canal, and dock expenses, 

he contrast bet seen the long and powerful mail-stoamer and the short and unwieldy 
collier was vivid enough, anid Chad drafted a letter to the Board of Trade ‘on the subject 
A third variant was needed to prove the case. A battleship of 16,000 tons, broad, 
comparatively short, and of deep draught —all these vessels being without pilots, 

On the aftersoon of the 14th February, with » moderate wind and heavy sea 
which rendered the depth of water variable, Her Majesty's ship 
signalled in the offing. When I maw her between 3.and 4 £31, the little pilot steamer 
was fn ahead uttering its flags of * follow me,” and the huge ship, without a pilot on 
board, was Inbouring heavily in much the same place of danger as that whence the mail- 
steamer had escayed owing to its lighter draught, and where the unwieldy collier tind 
come to grief, It seemed such a mockery and contradiction in terms te talk of following 
4 pilot who ought to be on the bridge—to follow a pilot-boat containing four idle pilots, 

‘This eveuing (15th) the Russian man-of-war “Vladimir Monomach ” neat iy me 
ith the same accident, “But the weather had much improved, so she just succeeded in 
making good ber entrance. She now occupies the usual moorings of Russian men.of. 
‘war, opposite the Cana! Company's offices, 

T have given these examples at some leuzth in order to show where the danger lies, 
sod I vow have the hovour to submit to your Lordship the following remarks :— 

"The Suez Canal Cowpany, not at Port Sard, ut ut Pass, far from Llamclos 


in this matter, for, as a monopolist, Wt is responsible for the effective pilotage and 
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“ sauvetage” of this barbour mouth, It would be difficult for a British Consul to 
jnost with more courteous and friendly French officials than MM, Coullant, Quellennee, 
Bnd Schmidt, of the Canal Company, and it is with sincere pleasure that I testify to 
their good-will. In the case of the * Flambro,” when T accompanied Téeutena Walter, 
Uf Her Majesty’s ship “Harrier,” and in the case of Her Majesty's ship ‘« Victorious,” 
Ginen T went with Commander Pelham of Her Majesty’s ship “ Dryad,” the local autho- 
fities of the Canal, MM. Coullant and Schmidt, received us with the greatest cordialty, 
fand eagerly assured the Senior Naval Officer that they would do all in their power 
felieve his anxiety, What they could do, they willingly did, but, im the absence of 
proper applinnces, the result was not satisfactory, considering the sourees from which the 
Brest weaith of the country ia derived. Nevertheless, these gentlemen are rendering 
Brrement aid to the * Victorions,” without sparing their employs. ‘The fault is mot at 
Port Said. 

‘After consulting several Englishmen of experience and authority in the town, the 
reforms T suggest are ns follows : 

1. A new chart of the approsches to the narrow channel between the buoys. 

J ye placing of extra bunys to the east over dangerous ground, 

The possible lengthening of the western breakwater. 

4 An arrangement. sith the Egyptian Port Ofice for signal station at the top of 
the light-house, in ordor to warn vestols whenever it may be advisable (o lie off till the 
freather improves, Rew but powerful mail-steamers prossed for time would vonture to 
Gisreyzard. such advice. 

the signal is answered and roftixed, then an extra fee for placing a pilot on board 
the vessel which insists on entering. 

3. A aupply of strong seaworthy luggers, to be towed ont by the pilot steamers, 
instend of fine Weather rowing-boats for the tse of such vessels, 

6, ‘The abandonment of the present system of * follow me” pilot boats, 

7. The piirchase of some powerful tugs for special serrce, like Her Majesty's tug 
«Stummeoek,! in order to render carly assistance before the vessel has firmly groundes 
tnd Jost the use of her engines, 

gthe establishment of w complete live-saving station, whose officials will take the 
initiative in rendering msxiatanee, 

“the Ruropean pilots of the Company are gentlemen who are not allowed to board a 
veasel except In a rowing-bout from the pilot steamer. Tut there would be no lack of 
A Kambler class of mariners, Maltese and Arabs, willling to tun risks as pilots for their 
ven profit... An inatance in proof of this arose over the“ Fiambro on the 27th January. 
‘The nglish crew, worn out, had come ashore for rest, and the ship's agent asked me to 
ond another gang on board, I said thit the Consulate could order no man to go off 
faa wreck ina storm, but that, if he brought me volunteers, the action would be encou- 
aged und sanctioned,” Six Maltese at once came forward, and were taken on boar the 
ftambro” by means of « small tug. There is no lack of courage among this maritime 
population if only the Canal Company will encourage it by giving them a chance of 
‘of abawing their salue ax outside pilots, 

he niranding of Her Majesty's ship < Vietorfous™ (unavoidable under. the present 
dofeetive system of pilotnge) may denelit British merchant sbipping if it leads the 
Canal Company to devote its attention to the dangers of this harbour entrance during 
‘bad weather, 

T have, &e. 
(Signed) DONALD. A. CAMERON. 


ee a 
No. 7. 


Board ot Trade to Foreign Office.—(Receiced March 21.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, March 19, 1898. 
LAM direoted by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the tat instant, ia which you inclose copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Consul at 
Port Sald, relaiive to the defective system of pilotage in force at that place; and in rept 
to your reyuest for the views of this Board thercoa, I am to ask you to be good eno 
to lay the following observations before the Marquess of Salisbury 
Ronrd of "Trade fully agree with Mr. Consul Cameron in thinking that, in the 
crests of British shipping, both the pilotage and the *sauvetage” systems at Port Suid 
ould be put on a satistactory footing. 


With regard to the specific suagestions made by the Consul for this purpose I'am to 
state— 

7. The question of the preparation of anew chart of the approaches to the narrow 
channel between the buoys appears to be more for the consideration of the Lords Com- 
niceionere of the Adméraity than of the Bourd of Trade ; but in view of the fact that the 
channel at Port Sald issteaight, and that the entry isa question of local knowledge, and 
consequently of pilotage, rather than of navigation by chart, the Board doubt. whether 
fresh chart is needed. 

'2, A closely Uuoyed channel probably gives increased confieace to masters of 
vessels, but it-does not necessarily follow that the multiplication of buoys would in this 
case be for the convenience of navigators, especially when large and heavy twin scrow- 
‘steawers are concerned. Such vessels are obliged to enter at a slow speed, and if drifted 
by wind or tide to the edge of the buoyed channel, they would run a rik of fouling their 
screws—a risk which would be increased by any addition to the number of buoys, At 
present the buoys at Port Said are about 800 yards apart, and would seem to be sulticient 
for the marking of the channel limits. The difficulty experienced in piloting a vessel of 
heavy tontiage Into the port wouli! appear to be due not so much to the want of buoys as 
to the necessity for giving the vessel way sutficient to render stecrge easy without, at the 
seme time entering the crowded harbour at too great « speed, 

‘3. Whatever the length of the westora breakwater may be, thera must always be 
tendency to siltage on its eastern side, while any increns Tength would of necessity 
increase the ditance to be entered. ‘The breakwater should therefore be Kept ne short as 
powsible, 

4. Phe suggestion for a signal station at the top of the light-bouse is valuable, and if 
carried into effect would probably prove of much benefit to sbipping ; but iu cases of 
steamers presied tor tie the warring signal would no doubt, as pornted out by the Consul, 

10 disregarded, 

Tithe aupply of strong seaworthy luggers to the pilot service in place of the present 
rowing-boats appears to be desirable, ‘Tho pilot steamers should cruise to the westward 
of the poet, nd should place pilots on board of incoming. vessels whilst, till 
offing. 

G. The existing * follow me" system at Port Said is a very unsatisfactory one, It 
should oaly be adopted in cases of great urgency and necessity. i 

“7 and 8 As regards the stszgosted parchase of tngs, and the establishment fw life- 
saving station, it would seem to be very doubtful whether such project, which could only. 
be carried out at a heavy expense, would be expedient in the present ciroumstances of 
Port Said. 

Tam to add that the Board have forwarded to the Admiralty n copy of the Consul’s 
despatch, and of this reply. ¢ 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) A. D. BERRINGTON. 


ee — 
No, 8. 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received Aprit 6) 


GRo, 3, ,Commenial., Confident.) 
y 


dy Paria, April 4, 1808. 
WE ave the honour to infuem your Lordsinip that on receipt of “your despatch 
No. 7, Commereia!, o€ the 24th ‘ber Inst, inclosing correspondence from the 
Board of Trade with regard to the tonnage measurement of oertain vessels under the 
Dutch flag, we requested the Suez Canal Company to favour us with a Report, and 
‘we have been in communication with the Marine Department of the Board of Trade 
‘upon the subject. 

Tt appeared to us that there was a possibility of the vessols in question obtaining 
a preferential treatment in the assessment of their tonnage under awning decks, as 
‘compared with that of other nations, and we pressed upon tho Suez Canal Company the 
necessity of taking such precautions as they thought fittest to prevent this infection 
of their concession. 

‘We have now the honour to inclose 8 copy of the Confidential instructions given 
to the Chef du Transit of the Suez Canal, which will insure that vessels of all nations 
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shnll he treated alike, as rezanls tonnage spece under their awning decks: and 
according to the Rules which ane followed for measuring similar vessels under the 
British flag, 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
€. W. FREMANTLE. 


Inclosure in No. 8. 
M. de Rowwille to M. Til 


(Confidentictte.) Paris, le i Féorier, 18 

J'AL honneur de vous informer quo je me suis eutretont avec lo Lieutenant 
Généent Sir John Stokes, de In question des awning decks” des navires Hollandais, 

Sir John Stokes partage mon avis que dans cette circonstance votro sorvice aurait 
Pu pour lo passé ot pourmit a Vavenir, procéder comme il a fait plusiours fois 
aniérieurement lorsqu’il west trouvé en présence de eax Ini laissant un doute, cext-h- 
dire, ajoutor au tonnage du certificat et taxer lo tonnage des “awning decks” par 
application den Ragles de jaugeage de 1a Convention Internationale do Gonstautinople 
relatives aux expaces fheilos dolore ot i utiliser. 

Vous sorios d'nutant plus justifié de procéder ainsi pour les espaces dont i w'ngit, 
que vous pourries, en ens de réclamation, sppuyer votre interprétation sur I'application 
Sonforme tite parle Board of Trade l'Administeation quis charge de dallyrer des 
cortificats spéciaux do jaugeage pour le Canal de Suea nu plus grand nombre des 
navires transiteurs. 

M. le Président, & qui jal soumis le dossior ot fait connattre Mopinion exprimée 
par Sir John Stokes, m’a wutorisé ‘A vous Gorire, & titre confidontiol qu’ lavenit 
tome Yotry service reevra conimunication i'n cetifnt no eomprenint pas das le 
tonnnge un espace sous “awning deck,” il conviendra divjouter et de taxee cot oxpace, 


sauf a esplicent of justifier notre maniéry de prooédor comme il ext indiqué ci-dessus 


xi dos réclamations Vensient & &tre formulées, 
Vous aurieg, bien entendu, en ce eas, & nous informer dos cireoustances de l'opra 


tion faite par votre service. 
Veuillee agnier, eo. 


Le Direetour, 
(Signé) DE ROUVILLE. 





No. 9. 
Lord Cromer to the Marquess of Salisbury —(Received April 7.) 


No. 6. Consular.) 
ly Lord, Cairo, March 26, 1898. 

I HAYE the honour to inclowe a copy of w letter which I have received from 
Mr. Cameroo, and of my reply, which will, T trust, ineet with your Lardship's 


‘approval, 
Thave, &e, 


(Signed) ”” CROMER. 


Inglosure | in No, 0. 
Consul Cameron to Lord Cromer. 


Port Said, Mareh 23, 1893, 

1 HAVE the honour to submit, for your Lordship's consideration, the following 
remarks on the approaching dismissal of some 20 men by the Sucz Canal Company 
‘on the completion of the works for the enlargeinent of the Catal -— 

Some weeks ago M. Quellennes, the Chief Engineer, called on me, and said that 
ho wns seeking the aid of all the Consular Corps in this town iu order to facilitate the 
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peaceful dismissal of his workmen on the 15th May. He explained how generous the 
Company had been, at his special request, in allowing the men a bonus of half a-month's 
waxes for every year of service up to the maximum of two months’ wages as bonus, 
Yet, be complained, some were still discontented, and threatened to give fim trouble as 
the time drew near for their dismissal. 

I expressed astonishment at the extraonlinary munificence of the Company, ut 
assured him that I would help him so far as British-Maltese employés of the Company 
were concerned. 

A few days later be seot M. Schmidt on his behalf, and we went over the whole 
subject agai 

T then spoke to my Italian colleague, who opened my eyes to the fact that M. le 
‘Masson, the predecessor of M. Quelleanee, had been shot by a malcontent Croat work= 
man some time ago wlien numerous workmen were being dismissed. Tt was natural, 
indeed, that this assassination should impress M. Quellenneo, and the Austrian Consul 
hhad been ordered by his superior authorities at Cairo to go to Ismailia and speak to 
the Croat workmen who are shortly to be dismissed. 

Lost week I was favoured with a visit from M. Chevreux, who told me that he had 
been sent hy M. Quellennee to give me a copy of the list of naines of the 256 men, Of 
iene T find that only six are Maltese, as seen below :— 


sive Haypline ee ze 
Hslinns a él 
Greets a By 
Veena . “i 
Qerman eA “ 
Maltone | i sh es 


‘There are also 116 sick work 


Natives 
Nallawe 
Greeks 
Prone 
Malte 


of the total 


Native a 
Greeks 


‘To-day Count de Serionae called upon me with M. Quéllennec. Toe whole subject 
was gone through again, and M, Quellennee told me that one of the six Maltose, Aifin 
Hopper, a fitter, whose aocle, an Italian, owns a little newspaper here called “Il Carricte 
del Canale,” had begun to agitate among the other workwen, exciting thein to unite 
‘gains the Company's afcials," M. Quelleunes hinted at the fatervention of ile lawyern 
‘who were instigating the men to claim their “rights” at the Tribuuals, and ho asked’ me 
to sead for Hopper. 

1 sent for Hopper this morning, and found him to be duly rogistered at thiv 
Consulate, but he has the appeamnce of » Freachtnas, speaking French like « native, 
He was exceedinuly eloquent on his rights and wrongs, and admitted that the men here 
Nere uniting with those at Iswailia. T told hit he had no rights, that the bonus was a 
free gift, and might be withdrawn unless the mien were grateful. He said the Com 
dared not do that. I told him not to be too sure of that if T advised the Company only to 
Feward the grateful and good mea. He has seven years’ service, of which fire aid u-half 
fire effective. The Company yielded to civing half daouth’s wages for every yeat, beyond 
the maximum of two moaths originally promised. Hop "abet tae to Witte ind bes 
that all of his seven yearn might count—really 8 ting difereace. ‘This declined to ae 
as not i 4 competence, and sent him away with & warning: to leave the other forciga 

D 
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workmen alone, or T should hold him responsible. He was respectful enough, as a 
Maltese, at the Consulate ; but there is another side to his character—he struck me as 
being a typical French “oavricr,” filled with hostility against his employers, and he may 
possibly give me trouble. 

Tearned from M. Chevreux that the men will receive some 7,000. between them as 
bonns, and I suggested that most of this might be pxid by drafts on banks on theit 
arrival in Europe, or else they would have the sinews of war and annoy us here. Count 
de Serioune thinks my proposal impossible, and he binted that some of the malcontents 
wore stirring up the others in permanent employment to go on strike. 

T do not koow how far your Lordship may wish this Consulate to be seriously 
involved in this troublesome question, and T submoit at this early stage two contradictory 
paths which the Oanal Company aro still free to follow. 

M, Le Masson was assassinated ; MM. Quellennec and Tlliet are threatened 

‘he first course is, as M. Quellennec bas been exceedingly amiable and considerate 
towards these moleontents who threaten him, let the Company continue that policy, 
double their bonus, and get the men ont of the country at any price. 

‘Phe second course is one of resistance. Let MM. Quelleanec and Tillicr be re- 
called to Paris and be replaced by men of some force of eharncter. An opinion ix gaining 
ground that the present chiefs of the Company are a little oppressed, and do not 
contemplate the strugule before them with composure. 

‘We may require the services of a few extra picked European’ policemen, who might 
be gradually transferred to Ismailia and Port Said during April without attracting 
attention. 

We are mort fortunate in having Sobalch Bey and Purvis Bey in command of the 
police nnd constgunrd services of the Canal 

T venture, therefore, with the highest respect, to suggest that mesures be taken for 
the immediate separation of the men, by paying-olf and sending awny the better characters, 
‘aud leaving a minority of the malcontents to be dealt with on the 15th May, It ought 
to he ensy to reduce the total of 256 to manageable proportions in good tim 

‘The frequent visitx of the principal oifcials to this Consulate practically amount to 
‘an urgent demand for protection, ‘The whole affair may prove a fiasco, or it may be a 
serious disturbance. An uttempt is being made to attach some responsibility to this 
Consulate, but we have bad no control of the meascres which have led up to this 
isin. 

T have, &o. 
(Si DONALD A. CAMERON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. ®, 


Lord Cromer to Consul Cameron. 
(No. 12.) 
Sir, Cairo, March 26, 1898. 

I BEG to ucknowledge the receipt of your letter No, 17 of the 23rd instant, 

In view more especially of the events which occurred two or three years ago, and 
which revulted ia the assassination of M. Le Masson, you should be most careful not to 
‘exprons any opinion to the parties concerned as regants the relations which exist between 
the Suez Canal Company and its workmen, neither should you in any way interfere in 
‘those relations. 

You shook’ impress upon any Exyptian authorities with whom you may be brought 
in contact that they would also do weil to abstain from any such interference, and that 
their funetionsnze Haited to doing all In their power to obviate any daturbanee of pablo 
tranquility. 

Shoold any application be made to you to exercise your authority over any 
British subject. who may be concemed in the disputes which uppear to have arisen 
hhetweon the workmen and their employers, you should not hesitate to make ase of what- 
evor powers ate conferred upon you by lave (¢ prevent any risk of disturbance. In this 
connection, | would more especially draw your atteation to the provisions of Article 311 of 
the Order in Council. 

"This Article allows, under certain conditions, which you should carefully observe, 
‘of the deportation of British subject whose acts or conduct are likely to produce oF 
excite a breach of the pence. 

. Tam, &e 


(Signed) "CROMER, 


n 


No. 10. 
British Suez Cainal Directors to the Marguets of Salisbury—(Received April 11.) 


(No. 4. Commercial.) 
Paria, Aprit 4, 1808. 
wve the honour to inelose, for the information of the Loris Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, copies of the Reports of M. Tillier, the Chef du Transit, and 
M. Quellennec, the Chief Engincer of the Suez Canal Company in Egypt, regard 
the measures taken to float Her Majesty's ship “ Victorious” when she gronuded off 
Port Said on the 14th February last. 

‘These Reports state that the vessel would not have grounded had she maintained 
her speed in following tho pilot boat—that she was drawing two th 
is considered the maximum draught of water for vessels passing through the Suew 
Canal, and beyond which draught vessels are not permitted to enter the Canal— 
that the officers of the Company showed the greatest zeal and onergy in supply 
ing the means for extricating this valunble vessel from the critical position into 
which she had been driven, and that these means were as effectual for the puspore a 
the offleers and workmen of the Company were indefatigable and skilful in their 
application. 

The Report of M. Quellennec, the Chief Engineer of the Company, is expecially 
clear and intoresting in its dotails, and the plan accompanying it shows With accummay 
the varying positions of the ship, 

We have, &o. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES, 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
c. W. FR y, 


No. 11. 
The Marquess of Salisbury 0 Lord Cromer. 


(No, 16, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Forvign Office, April 14, 1898, 

L HAVE received your despatch No, 5, Consular, inclosing correspondence with 
Me. Cameron respecting the prupoted dismisal of some 280 men by the Suex Canal 
Company on the completion of the works for the enlargement of the Canal, which it is 
apprebended sway lead to a disturbance of public tranquility. 

I approve the instructions which you add to Mr. Cameron for his guid 
ance. 

Lam, &e, 
Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 12, 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received April 16,) 


(No.6. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, Apri 8, 1598, 
ALTHOUGH the accounts for the year 1807 of the Suez Canal Company have 
t been definitely closed, it is probable that the net receipts will amount to 
75,588,636 fr. 15 c. and the expenditure to 36,271,054 fr. 9 c., leaving w net balance 
of $9,317,650 fr. 6 c. available for distribution among the sharcholdet 
We understand that it is the intention of the Managing Committee to deslare a 
end of 0 fr net per share of 500 fr, but in onler to doo a mum of 1,50 252-75. 
will have to be provided. 

The Company already have in reserve, out of tho profits of 1806, 0 sum of 
800,176 fr. 42 c. which they are entitled to distribute as dividend, but a sum of 
706,076 fr. 3 ¢. will still have to bo provided; and it is probable that the Council will 
be asked to take this sum out of the reserve of 8,387,038 fr, 68 ¢. already forming the 


© Nor primed 
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“fonds do résorve," provided for by paragraph 5 of Article 62 of the Company's 
Statutes, as modified by the Resolution of the Geni y of the 20th May, 


in May next will agree to 

roved by the Finance Com- 

nt in the finaneial year 1895-99 

from the shares hele in the Suez Canal Company will be 17,150,215 fr. 4b. (650,564), 
‘mine up as follows — 


Peyuble oo | Puysble on | Grows 
July, 1808, anuiry 1, 1890) Revemve: 


Anant Payne 


Fr 
Capita) shares 1Ta,o01 a 2,968.63 08 
| veo0n | 40 6,920,040-00 
(onceoust) 
At 3008 f aoa | 1034se-32 
* “4 anor | ats | gn.0a 
(ennercant) | | 


Tran] _toeea [aman 


Wo have, &o. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
CG. W. FREMANTLE. 





No. 13. 
Admiralty to Foreign Office —(Received April 22.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 20, 1895, 

MY Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having had undor their consideration 
your letter of the Ist ultimo, inclosing copy of a despatch from Hor Majesty's Consul at 
Port Said relative to the defective aystem of pilotage in force at that port, on which their 
Lordships’ views are requested by the Secretary of State, desire me to inform you that, 
while they are of opinion that liprovements might be made in certain details of the 
pilotage service at Port Said, they do not consider that circumstances justify any formal 
Foptesontation on their part to the Directors of the Suex Canal Company, 

‘The Board of ‘Trade, who were also furnished by you with a copy of Mr. Consul 
Cameron's letter, have forwarded to the Admiralty a copy of their reply, but the points 
touched upon by that Department do not in the main aifect Her Majesty's ships, though 
they may be important to the merchant service. 

Some considerable timo has elapsed since the port was wurveyed by British naval 

ers, though constant reports are received from the Directors, and although my Lords 
dlo not attach so much importance to a chart, owing to the constant minor changes in 
the approaches to Port Said, which necessitate the employment of a pilot, the question 
‘of an early ro-survey ix under their consideration, 

Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ' EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 4. 


Foreign Office to Uritish Suez Canal Directors. 


(No, 4. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, April 25, 1898. 
{AM directod by the Marquess of Salisbary to transmit herewith copies of 
orrenondence respecting the system of pilotage and salvage in use at Port Said,* and 
to request that his Lordship may be fumisbed wth your observations on this subject 
Lam, &. 
(Signed) F, H. VILLIERS. 


© Nou 6, 7, and 13 
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No. 15, 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received May 2.) 


Sir, Bourd of Traie, April 30, 1598. 

I AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter ol 
the 9th instant, transmitting, by direction of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
‘= despatch from the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company with reference to the 
measurement in the case of British and Dutch vessels of the shade or awning deck type 
for Suez Canal special tonnage certificates. 

In reply, I am to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, that the 
Board of Trade observe with satisfaction that instructions have been issued by the Suez 
Canal Company to the Chef du Transit of the Canal, which will insure that vessels of all 
nations shall be treated alike as regards the measurement of the partially open spaces 
under the awning or shade deck. 

‘The Board, however, desire me to say that, after careful consideration, they aro of 
opinion that these partially open spaces between the upper deck and the awning or shade 
eck should only be incladed in the tonnage upon which the Canal dues are paid when 
vessels of this type are found to be passing through the Canal with such spaces practically 
closed in, and usod for the transport of goods or accommodation of ers. 

Under these eireomstances, am to suggest, for Lord Salisbury consideration, that 
the British Directors of the Snes Canal Company may be requested to avail themselves 
of the present opportunity to make a representation to this effect to the Company, with 
the view of obtaining a decision that such spaces ueed not be included in the tonnage 
when vessels of thix type are being measured for Suez Canal special tonnage 
certificates. 

Tam to add that if the Suex Canal Company are not disposed to grant this 
cession, then the Board of ‘Trade consider that they should be urged to make « suitable 

utation to the Dutch Government {n order to prevent any future mistake on the 
ert of Dutch mearurers when dealing wth vewsls ofthe awning or shade deck type. 
am, Ke, 
(Sigvod) INGRAM B. WALKER, 


No. 16. 
Foreign Office to Sues Canal Directors, 


oe 5. Commercial.) 
ntlemen, Foreign Office, May 10, 1898, 
WITIL reference to your despatch No. 3, Cormorvial, of tho “sth ultimo, Tam 
direoted by the Marquess of Halishury to transmit to you n copy of 1 letter from the 
Board of ‘Trade respecting tho measurements, in the case of British dr Dutch vossols, 
of tho partially open space between the shade or awning deck* 
Tam to request that you will make a representation to the Company in the sense 
desired by the Bear, acd Tam to draw attention to the concluding paragraph of their 
letter, 
Tam, &. 
(Bignod) 1. VILLIERS, 


No. 17. 
Admiralty to Fortign Office —(Received May 16.) 


Sir, Admiralty, Moy 14, 1808. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 12th ultimo, transmitting a letter from the 
Dircetors of the: Suez Canal Company, relative to the grounding off Port Said of Her 
Majesty's ship “Victorious,” I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to request that you will moe the Soutlary af Site for Foreign Afar o 
ause an‘ expression of their warm appreciation of the valuable services rendered by the 
Officers of the Company on the occasion to be eouveyed to the Directors. 


fo. 35. 
{a099) 
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My Lords understand that the Secretary of State bas the ease of M. Jean Baptiste 

lier, Chef du Service du Transit, and M. Edouard Quellennee, Ingénienr-en-chef at 
Ismailia, under consideration, and they trust that it may be possible to recognize their 
servis iy the arard of some special mark of favour. 

My Lords desire to offer presents of silver plate for the acceptance of M, Emest 
L.A. Coullant, Agent Principal, M. Paul Schmidt, Sous-agent du Tevspost, ML Joan 
Baptiste Chevreus, Chof da Seetion de TEntretien at Port Said, and of presents in money 

M, Jets Prevnich 


Inannt Lene de a Fremond 

M, Keminla Ginette 

Me. Mager #. Pert e 5 ‘ 

Mr Wid Le Menmete 5 BK ean 


Mr, Wallin Hh, Bane 
M. sah Vi 


i de Rae, at Port Sh ee eae HOE ened, 
Tam, &o, 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


No. 18. 
British ‘Sue# Ciinal Directore to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received May 17.) 


{Xo,%, Commercial, Confidential) 
fy Lord, 
WITH roferonce to your Lordahip's demateh S 
ineloving n despatch froin Lord Cromer, rolative to the intention of the Sucz Canal 
Company to pay off 250 workmen engaged on the deepening of the Canal, which will 
shortly be completed, and the fear of disturbances resulting therefrom, we have the honour 
to report that, from inquiries which we have made at the Suex Canal office in Paris, we 
gather that although the ebief officials in Egypt consider that a manifestation may possibly 
take placo, they express no apprehension on the sabject, and are quite prepared to deal 
with any difficulty that may arise, 
We would venture to add that the instructions sent to Mr, Consul Cameron by Lord 
Cromer appear most judicious, z 
We have, &e. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES, 
H, AUSTIN LEE. 
. W. FREMANTLE, 


No. 19. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Received May 17.) 


(Re; 82 | Commer) 

My. Lord, Parin, May V1, 1808. 
TN roply to your Londship's despatch No. 4, Commercial, of the 30th ttimo, trans. 
mitting a despateh from Her Majesty's Consul at Port Said, suggesting certain alterations 
in the present system of pllotage at Port Said, together with the opinions of the 
‘Admiralty and Board of ‘Trade thereon, we have the honour to report, in compliance 
with your Lordship's request for our observations, that many of the points raised are of 
sich a technical nature, that we consider that it would be advisable to consult our British 
eommercial colleagues on the Suez Canal Board before mal any representation to the 
Suez Canal Company with regard to the suggestions made by Mr, Consul Cameron, atud 
We await your Lordship's authorization to do so. 

‘We would add that we have little doubt of our colleagues approving the suggestion 
that proper boats should be provided by means of which pilots could be put on boanl 
ships entering Port Said harbour in heavy weather, instead of remaining on steam 
launches, and giving their directions from them. 
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As regards Mr, Consul Cameron's suggestion that some powerful tugs should be 
parchased for special service in rendering assistance to vessels in danger of grounding, 
we beg to inform your Lordship that a powerful tug is at present being constructed for 
the Company in England, which should meet all possible requirements. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J, STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE, 
©. W, FREMANTLE. 





No, 20. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury,—(Received May 17.) 


(Bo. 10, Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 12, 1898. 

WITH reference to the letter of the Board of Trade to the Foreign Oitice, dated 
the 6th March, 1897, in which it is stated that instrnctions would be issued to the 
Surveyors of the Board with as little delay aa possible, to prevent any discrepancies in 
the measuremeut of bridge spaces in future, we have the honour to forward herowit! 
letter from the Suez Canal Company, with four inclosures, showing that of nine vessels 
measured in six British ports, from the 17th January to the 2tat March, 1898, two of 
them, namely, those measured at Newcastle and Liverpool, did not conform to the Board's 
Circular to Surveyors dated October 1597. 

"The Company express the conviction that, as soon ax the Board of Trade is made 
acquainted with these remarks, measures will. be taken to insure the correct application 
‘of the Rules laid down in all the ports of the United Kingdom. 

‘The effect of the two errors cited was that in one case the Company lost dues on 
126 tons, and in the other on 135 tons, amounting together to nearly 100/. 

We have, &e, Ki 
(Signed) ' J, STOKES. 
— Hi, AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W, FREMANTLE, 


Inclosure 1 in No. 20, 
M, de Rowville to Sir J. Stokes, 


M. le Vieo-Président, Paris, le % Mai, 1898, 

COMME suite & notre conversation d’hier, j'ai Thonnour de vous adresser, sous co 
nti, une copie dea reaseignoments (note, Tableau et croquis) qui viennent de nous étre 
fournis par notre Chef du Transit sur ‘application faite par los jaugours du Gouverne- 
ment de Sa Majesté Britannique de Ia ciroulaire du “Board of Trade,” datée d'Octobre, 
1897. 

i) résulte de ces renseignements que neuf navites aménagés aver des “forveastle,” 
“bridge,” ou * poop,’ et porteurs de * Suez Canal special tonnage certificates" détivrés 
depuis le 1 Janvier, 1898, ont transité récemment. par le Canal de Suez. 

Pour sept de ces navires la circulaire parait avoir été correctement appliquée, tandi 
que pour les deux autres, “M'Aphrodite,” jougé & Neweastle, et le“ Knight Errant,"” 
nuge A Liverpool, le mesurage da “bridge” ne semble pas avoir été fait correotement, 
{an'perte subi de'ce fait par la Compagnie est de 125 tonnes pour “ I'Aphrodite,” et de 
139 tonnes pour le “ Knight Brrant.” 

Je sais persuadé que lorsque le “ Board of ‘Trade aura été saisi par vous de ces 
remarques, il voudra bicn prendre des mesures pour assurer l'application correcte dex 
Técente citcalaire dans tous les ports du Royaume-Uni. 

Veuillez, &e. 
Le Directeur, 
(Bigné) DE ROUVILLE. 
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S.S. ANGLAIS “APHRODITE” DE NEWCASTLE. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 20 


Memorandum respecting the Transit Service. Certiticat da 17 Janvier 1898. 

NOUS avons relevé tous les navires qui ont eu de nuaveaux “Suez Canal Certi- == 
ficutes" déliveés depuis le 1* Janvier, 1898, et qui ont des “* forecastles,” “ bridges,” ou A 
poops” visés par la dite circulaire. ' Cette circulaire est, » In vérité, datée du 4 Novem- 
bre, 1597, mais nous avons pensé qu'il existait probablement un certain délai pour son 
application et quoique nous ayons un relevé de navires ayant regu des “ Suez Canal Certi- 
ficates" depuis le mois de Novembre dernier, nous avons seulement pris ceux dont le 
certificat a été déliveé postérieurement au 1* Janvier, 1898, 

Nous Igisserons de c6té les navires dont les espaces, “ forecastles,” “ bridges,” et 
“ poops" sont complitement clos. 

Nous avons trouvé deux navires dont le bridge n'était pas mesuré cooformément i la 
cireulaire du “ Board of Trade.”* 

Le premier navire que nous avons eu & examiner est Je steamer Anglais “ Aphrodite,’ 
du_port de Newcastle, dont le eertifieat datée du 17 Janvier, 2808. Ce navire a un 
bridge complitement fermé a Yavant (voir croquis ci-joint). A Farridre cet espace a des 
uvertures de-45 plede de large muntes d'une lilire de 2 piods de haut. Ce bridge devrait 
tre mesuré en enticr @aprés "Article & de Ia cireulaire da Board of Trade" parve qu'il 
8 dee hiloires. Or, “W'Apbrodite” nous a produit un “Saez Canal Certificate” sur 
Tequiot le bridge n'est pas meturé, d’o’ perte pour nous Wenviron 125 tonnes. 

Le second naviro est le steamer Anglais “Knight Errant” du port de Liverpool, et 
fauquol le “Suez Canal Certificate” a 616 déliveé le 21 Mars, 1898, Le papier produit 
‘ne porte pas le bridge comme mesurée en entier; cet espace cependant o’a, a l'avant, 
qu'une ouverture de 21 pieds de large fermée par uae porte en for, et & Varridre deux 
ouvertures (voir croquix ¢i-joint) de 6°8 pieds de large munies d'une hiloire de 1 pied de 
Fat et de‘coolisenas do 49 pds de ll. D'aprés FArticle § de la erculare cet eapece 
aurait dd étre mesuté en entier. Tax perte pour nous est d'environ 135 tonnes, 

Gijoint un état donnant, depois le 1 Janvier, 1898, le nom des navires ayant des 
cespnces de pont vis6s pur la circulaire du “ Board of Trade.” 

(Bigné) ——TILLTER, 


Hanteur du Bralge 


Inclosure 3 in No. 20, 


Navin 4 poop, bridge, ou forecastle ayant des “ Suez Canal Cortifleates ” délivrés 
postéricurement au 1” Janvior, 1508, 
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No. 21. 
Foreign Office to British Suez Canal Directors. 


(No.6. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, Foreign Office, May 20, 1898. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 9, Commercial, of the Lith instant, [am 
directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to state that his Lordship authorizes you to consult 
your British commercial colleagues with regard to the suggestions of Her Majesty's Consul 
‘at Port Said respecting pilotage there. 

Tam to add that Lord Salisbury will await « farther report from you on this subject 
after such consultation, 

Lam, &. 
(Signed) GEORGE N, OURZON. 


No, 22. 
British Sues Canal Directors to the Marquess of Saliahury.—(Recvived May 23.) 


11, Commercial.) 
ly Lord, Paris, May 18, 1898, 

WE have the honour to acknowledge the reecipt of your Lordshi despateh No. 5, 
Coramercial, of the 10th inmant, tranemitting n copy of & letter from the’ Bond of ‘Trade, 
and directig us to make a representation to the Suex Onnal Company in the sone of that 
letter, 

Before doing 40, we desire rexpectfully to mubmit to your Lordship's considorntion the 
following observations :—The letter from the Board of Trade deals with the question of 
bridge spaces, that is of partially of spaces between the 1] deck and the awning or 
Saada deck, "Thee spaces Wore, sci Vepetbdared Uy Ba atetsptlongl’ Talseqs Oo. 
thission which met at Constantinople in 1873, to determine the tonnage on which the 
Suez Canal Company shoald levy their transit dues. The Regulations Jai dowa by that 
body, and which have beeo adhered to ever since by all maritime nations, declared that 
the gross tonnage of a vessel “ comprises the exact mensuroment of all spaces (without 
any exception) below the upper deck, as well as of all permancntly covered and closed.in 
spaces on that deck.” 

‘The rules then go on to define the meaning of“ permanently covered and closed-in 
spaces,” which Ee in detail, and conclude thus: “ Any one or more openings either 
in the deck or coverings, or in the partitions, or a break in the deck, or in the absence of a 

ortion of the partition, will not prevent such spaces being comprised in the grass tonnage, 
they can be easily closed in after admeasurement, and thus better fitted for the teansport 
soods and passengers.” 

The Board of Trade now propose that these spaces “should only be included in the 

upon which the Canal dues are paid when vessels of this type are found to be 
passing through the Canal with stich spaces. practically loved in, wud used for-the trans 
port of goods or aceomunodation of passengers.” 

Your Lowiehip wil perceive that this propos ents atthe root of the Internation 
anes im ae on ont ae ‘That rut tn aimed at ere the Bowe ro 

Sompany. from the possibility of spaces capable of being made carzo-oarrying bein 
ascluded from the tondage whes ty sin te meaiored, andthen’eakly clove” a malls 
available for cargo after admeasurement. The rts on the Constantinople Commission 
Xknew of such practices, and did their best to guard against them, Subsequent experience 
has proved that the forethought was fally justified, 

Dring the lt two gears this subject has crm proninently bere yor Landi in 
‘our despatches, and the engagement taken by the Board of Trade in their letter of the 6th 
March, 1897, that instructions should be issued to their Surveyors to prevent, discrepancies 
in the’ measurement of these bridee in future, gave great satisfaction to the Suez 
‘Canal Company, and certainly copealsheet to mect in a reasonable spirit our demand, 
made by your Lordship’s instructions, that certain water-ballast spaces should not be 
included in the tonnage, as reported in our despatch No. 16, Comercial, of the 8th 
June, 1897. 

(1099) P 
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‘To attempt now to modify a rule of so much importance as that above quoted, could 
not fail to make a disagreeable impression. 

‘We are aware that this bridge space question is unpopular with ship-owners, but it is 
to be observed that the rule is only operative in those ships in which obvious preparation 
hhas been: made to close in the spaces. Ifthe ship-owner does not fit his ship with grooves, 
flanges, coamings, &c., the ship does not come ander the rule. 

‘As regards the second or alternative suggestion of the Board of Trade, that if the 
Company are not disposed to grant the concession above treated of, they should be urged 
to make suitable representation to the Dutch Government in order to prevent any fature 
mistake on the part of the Dutch measurers when dealing with vessels of the awning or 
shade deck type, we submit that the attention of the Suez Canal Company's officers 
having been already called to the matter, they are not likely to allow these vessels to pass 
free of dues on these spaces. 

We have, &e, 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEE. 
C. W. FREMANTLE, 


No. 28. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 12. Commercial.) 
fy Lord, Paris, May 23, 1808. 

WE haye the honour to report that the 7th June is the date fixed for the annual 
general meeting of the shareholders of the Suez Canal Company. 

In order that Her Majesty's Government may be represented at this mecting, we 
have to request that we may be provided with the usual certificate from the Permanent 
Secretary of Her Majesty's ‘Treasury, that the Suez Canal shares purchased by 
Great Britain still remain in the possession of Her Majesty's Government 

‘We shall be glad to receive this eortticate before the 4th proximo, 

Wo bog further to request that the woul fastructions may be tent to Her Majesty's 
Secretary of Embassy in the event of his being nominated to act as the Representative of 
Her Majesty's Government at the meeting. 

We hare, &e. 
(For the British Directors) 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


No. 24, 
Foreign Office to Treasury. 


‘Bir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1898. 

1AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to state that he has beea informed by 
the British Directors on the Council of the Suez Canal Company that the annual general 
meeting of the sbarcholders will take place on the 7th proximo, and I am to request, with 
‘a view to the representation of Her Majesty’s Government at this meeting, that you will 
move the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's ‘Treasury to cause his Lordship to be 
furnished with the usual certificate, stating that the shares purchased by Great Britain still 
remain in the possession of Her Majesty's Government. 

‘The British Directors usk that this certificate may be supplied to them before the 
4th proximo. 

Tam, ke. 


(Signed) GEORGE N. CURZON. 


British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Selishury— (Received Muy 31.) 


(No. 13. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, May 

WE have'the honour to inform your Loniship that at the Coureli of the Suez 
Company held to-day it was reported that the nett profits for tho year 1897 would 
amount to 29,815,530 fr. 72 c, but, as reported in our despatch No. 6, Commercial, af 
the 8th April last, in order to declare a dividend of 90 fr. nett per share of 500 fr. it has 
been necessary to include in the accounts the special reserve for 1806, amounting to 
890,176 ff, 42. and a sum of 708,095 tr. 67 c. forming part of the excess of the 
statutary “fonds de reserve’ 

‘The total sum, therefore, available will amount to 40,913,802 fr. 81 c., which will 
allow of 97 fr. 622 ©. gross, or 90 ff. nett (free of taxes), being distributed as interest and 
dividend per share for the past year. 

Of these amounts the sums of 40 fr. and 36 fr. 511 ¢. were distributed on account on 
the Ist January last, leaving a balance of 57 fr. G22c. gross and 53 fr. 648 c. nett 
available for distribation on the Ist July next. 

As Her Majesty's Government receive the gross amount without deduction of taxes, 
the sum receivable by them will be 10,181,147 fr. 94 c., made up as follows :— 

bi Pr. Frew 
173,001 expital shares at se ST822 = 9,008,008 6 
3,601 "Action de Jouisaas ID aoriaa = “Toasane a: 
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‘The nett profits will be distributed to the shareholders, &c., in accordance with 
Article 63 of the Statates in the following proportions :— 


71 Joe evnt. fo the shareholders “ 
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We have, te Ok 
Signed) |. STOKES. 
a H. AUSTIN LER, 
©. W. FREMANTLE, 


No, 26. 


Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received May 81.) 


ly Lord, Paris, May 2%, 1898, 

IN Accordance with the request contained in the letter from the Admiralty, inclosed 
in your Lordship's despatch No. 5 a, Commercial, of the 19th instant, Sir John Stokes at 
the meeting of the Council this day, over which he presided in the abscuce of Prince 
a’Aronberg, conveyed to the Suez Canal Company the thanks of the Lonis Commissioners 
Of the Admiralty for the assistance readered by the Company's oficais in the steps taken 
‘to refloat Her Majesty's ship “ Victorious" at Port Said. 

Sir John Stokes at the ame time informed the Council of the decorations conferred 
by the Queen on Messrs. Tillier and Quellennec, and of the presents which the Admiralty 
Were about to make to the other oficials of the Company who had assisted in the 


‘The Council, ou the motion of M. Charles Roux, one of the VicePresidents, 
‘expressed its sense of the gracious favour shown by Her Majesty to the Cowpany's oficials, 
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and begged the English Directors representing Her Majesty's Government to convey to 
Her Majesty the respectful thanks of the Council for the honours conferred by Her 
Majesty on Messrs. Tilier and Quellennec, and to express to your Lordship its satisfaction 
that thelr services had been so highly appreciated by Her Majesty's Government. 
We have, ke. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
H, AUSTIN LEE, 
. W. FREMANTLE. 


No. 97, 
Treanury to Foreign Office-—(Received May 31.) 


Bir, ‘Trensury Chambers, May 30, 1898. 
IN reply to Mr. Villiers’ letter of the 25th instant, the Lords Commissioners of Her 
Majesty's Treasury command me to transmit to you, to be laid before the Secretary of 
State, the nccompanying certificate, signed by their Lordships’ Permanent Secretary, as 
to the continued possession of Suez Canal shares by Her Majesty's Government. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) E. W. HAMILTON. 


Tie Marquess of Salisbury to Sir E. Monson, 


(Bo. 68, Commercial) 
ir, Foreign Office, May 31, 1898. 

1 AM informed by the British Directors on the Council of the Suez Canal Company 
that the annual general meeting of the sharcholders of that Company will take place on 
the 70h peoximo, 

It in the desire of Her Majesty's Government that Her Majesty's Secretary of 
Embassy, of, in his absence, the Senior Second Secretary, should attend the mecting to 
roproient them, né on foriver oceaxions, and I have to request your Excellency to give 
tho nocesary instructions to Mr, Gosselin or to Mr. Lister (in the absence of Sir Brooke 
Boothby). 

Tinclose a certificate, under the hand of the Permanent Secretary of the Treasury, 
to the effect that the shares of the Suez Canal Company purchased by Great Britain, or 
the deposit certificates issued in lien of the drawn shares, still remain in the possession of 
Her Majesty's Government, 

‘This documont whould be produced at the office of the Suez Canal Company five 
clear days before the date fixed Joe tho aunesl general mecttn 


am, &e. 
(Signed) " SALISBURY. 


No, 29, 
Bourd of Traide to Foreign Office—(Received June 2.) 


‘Bir, Board of Trade, June 1, 1898. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trude to acknowledge the receipt of your lettor of 
the 18th ultimo, transmitting, by direction of the Secretary af State for Foreign Affairs, 
a despatch from the British’ Directors of the Suez Canal Company, inclosing a letter from 
the Company with reference to the bridge spaces of the British steam-ships * Aphrodite” 
and “ Knight Errant” not being ineluded in the tonnage of these vessels denoted on the 
Sica Canal special tonnage certilicates issued by this Department. 

In reply I am to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, that upon 
making inquiries into these cases, the Board find that when these vessels were measured 
by their surveyors for the certificates in question, the openings at the after ends of the 
bridge spaces were without head-plates, or any other means of easily closing 
them in upon admeasurement, ancl that eo ly the surveyors could not regard them 
in any other way than as open spaces not liable to measurement. 
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Tt would, however, appear from the report of the officers of the Suez Canal 
Company that’ since the surveyors of this Department measured the vessels, conmin, 
and other fittings have been added to the openings, and the Board will therefore call the 
attention of the owners to the matter, and cause the vessels to be reinspected upon their 
arrival in this country. 

‘The Board desire me to suggest, for his Lordship’s consideration, that the Bri 
Directors may be asked to explain to the Suez Canal Company that the Board 
surveyors appear to have acted strictly in accordance with the Regulations in dealing 
with these cases, and to inform them of the fact that the instructions of October 1807, 
to which the British Directors refer in their despateh, were communieated to all the 
surveyors under this Department throughout the United Kingdom, with an intimation 
that they were to be strictly enforced. 

Lam, &e. 
(Signed) INGRAM B, WALKER. 


No. 30. 


Bourd of Trade to Foreign Office. —(Received June 2, 


Sir, Board of Trude, June 1, 1808. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge tho reccipt of your letter of 
the 26th ultimo, transmitting, by di of the Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
a copy of a despatch from the British Directors of the Suex Canal Company, in which 
they express the opinion that it is not advisable to ask the Company to exempt from 
measurement for tonnage partially open spaces between the upper deck of n vessel 
and its awniug or shade dock, as suggested in a letter from this Department of the 
‘30th April last, 

In reply I am to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, that 
having regard to this opinion of the British Directors of the Company, the Board of 
‘Trade do not desire to further press the matter. 

Tam, &. 
(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER, 





No. 81. 


Foreign Office to British Sue Canal Directors, 


(No. 8. Commercial.) 
Gentlemen, — Foreign Office, June 4, 1898. 

T AM directed by the Marquess of Salisbury to infers Sou that 2 copy of your 
despateli No. 11, Commercial, of the 18th ultimo, was submitted to tho Board of 

le. 

In reply, Iam to. state that the Board have considered the opinion therein 
expressed by ‘you, that it is not advisable to ask the Suez Canal Company to exempt 
from measurement for tonnage partially open spaces between the upper deck of a vessel 
and its awning or shade deck, and have in consequence determined not to press the 
matter farther. 

Tam, &e, 
(Signed) "T.-H. SANDERSON. 
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No. 31°. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury.—(Recvived June 25.) 


(No. 15. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, June 4, 1808. 

WE have the honour to report that the Finance Committee of the Suez Canal Com- 
pany at a meeting held on. the 23rd ultimo examined and passed the accounts for the 
year 1807. ‘They were subsequently approved at the meeting of the Council, and 
istributed to the sharcholders for their approval at the general meeting to take place on 
the 7th instant. 

We inclose a comparative statement of the reeeipts and expenditure for the years 
1895, 1896, and 1897. 

‘The total receipts for 1897 amounted to 75,607,029 fr. as against 82,222,956 fr. in 
1896, or a decrease of 6,615,898 fr,, owing to the diminution in the receipts for tonnage 
dues upon veasols passing through the Canal, which fell from 79,967,518 fr. in 1806 to 
78,214,220 fr. in 1807, this fall of 6,743,298 fr. being slightly compensated by minor 
increases under other heads, 

‘The only increase of any importance was in respect of the financial operations of 
the Company, which show an augmentation of 102,020 fr. as compared with 1896. 

‘The total expenditure for 1807 amotmted to 24,490,021 fr. as against 20,913,805 fr. 
in 1896. 

‘Mhe loan charges were higher than in 1896 owing to the issue of further bonds for 
the completion of the Canal works. 

A sum of 50,000 fr. was required as an instalment of the 250,000 fr. voted for a 
monument to the late M. de Lesseps. 

‘There was also a loss on exchange amounting to 26,000 tr., and an increase of 
27,489 fr, in the expenses of tho tramway, necessitated by the double service of trains, 
but this latter increase is almost balanced by the augmentation in the receipts. 

‘The Suez Waterworks entailed an increased expenditure of 31,081 fr. 

‘The exponses of the Head Agency at Cairo show a roduetion of 15,906 fr., and the 
cont of the transit sorvico was reduced by 78,375 fr. 

‘The large reductions under the headings of “Domaine Particulier,” Port Said and 
Iamailia Waterworks and Maintenance, aro owing to no sums having boen set aside, as i. 
1806, for a special reserve to cover the expense of now material and works ( Fonds de 
ronowvelloment de matériel et de constructions nouvelles "). 

‘he foregoing figures show a profit of 51,116,107 fr. for the year 1807, from which, 
however, have to be deducted the charges for the sorvice of the loans, the interest on 
capital and the sinking fand, amounting in all to 11,800,577 fr., thas leaving a nett 

plus of 39,915,630 fr. As, however, this amount was not sufficient to produce a 
dividend of 90 fr. nett per share, which the Comeil were anxious to declare, they 
determined, as reported in our despatches Nos, 6 and 13, Commercial, of the 8th April 
and 23rd may respectively, to add to it the special reserve of 890,176 fr. from 1896, and 
‘© portion, viz, 703,006 fF. of the available surplus of the statutory reserve, making a 
total of 40,019,802 fr, available for distribution, which, in accordance with Article 63 of 
the Statutes will be alloted as follows :— 
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‘We have, &e. 
(Signed) J. STOKES. 
H, AUSTIN LEE. 
©, W. FREMANTLE. 
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No. 3 
British Sues Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury—(Received June 10.) 


(No.16. Commercial.) 

My Lord, Paris, June 6, 1898. 
IN continuation of our despatch No. 17, Commercial, of the 8th June’ last, we 

have the honour to inclose a statement of the moneys laid’ out on works of improve- 

ment on the Suez Canal, down to the Sist December, 1397, out of loans raised for this 


{98,126 fr, 72 c, obtained from these loans, the mm of 103,084,430 fr. 09 ¢. 
bad been disbursed on the works up to the Ist December last, and a further sum of 
770,084 fr. 58. had been employed in providing material for the Works Department, 
making in all an expenditure of 103,854,516 fr. 57 ¢. and leaving a balance of 
8,943,610 fr. 15 ¢. available for the completion of the frst phase of the works, 
We have, &e. 
(Por the British Directors), 
(Signed) B. AUSTIN LEE. 
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Noo 83, 


British Suez Canal Directors to.the Marquees of Salishury.—{ Received June 10.) 


(No.i7_ Commercial.) 
My Lord, Poris, June 7, 1898. 

WE have the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith six copies of the Report 
presented by the Coancil of the Suez ‘Canal Company to the shareholders at their 
general meeting held this day. 

A full Report of the procoetings will be forwarded to your Lordship as soon as the 
nocossity particulars have been furnished to us by the Company. 

We have, &, 
(Por the British Directors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


Inclosure in No, 33, 
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Rapport préeenté ax now dw Conseil "Adminiatration par le Prince Auguste d* Arenberg, 
Président. 


Mowiours, 

Les trois derniers Rapporte qui your ont été prisentés signalaient une augmenta- 
tion des recettes do Ia Compagnie, et, par I'elfet de cette constante progression, les 
produits du Canal tondaient b se rapprocher, en 1896, des nésultats obienus en 1801, 
‘année In plus prospire de notre exploitation. L'Kxereico 1897, dont nous vous 
soumottons lex comptes, marquo non seulement un temps d’srrét dans le développe- 
mont dis trafic, maix un recul asex sensible. En 18%, la erise commerciale avait 
ommenos svi mais see conséquences ont été emotion pir uno importante plu 
value provenant des expéditious militaires, En 1897, cottecrise » atteint son maaximam 
iotensité sans avoir Ia mime cause Watiénuation. 

En Tétat notuel du développement économique des pays qui entront dans Ia 
sphiredinttraction du Canal, la navigation entre 'Inde, Anglaise, ot I'Burope repré- 
sente Ia moitié environ du triffe pronant In voie de Suez. Or, le marché de I'Inde a 
‘subi, par le fait de la peste ct de ls famine, une profonde dépression; quelques chiffres 








23 


1a mettront en lumitre: les exportations de blé Indien en Angleterre, qui s'élevaient & 
447,000 tonnes en 1805, et ne se chiffiaient plus que par 107,000 tonnes en 1896, sont, 
tombées en 1807 20,000 tonnes, par suite du déficit de Is récolte, Les envois de riz 
en Angleterro seulement ayaient fourni 211,000 tonnes en 1805, et 181,000 tonnes en 
1806; ils’sont Niduits en 1897 & 144,000 tonnes. En 1895, les ports Anglais avaient 
expédié dans Inde 1,207,000 tonnes’ de houille destinées principalement 3 In consom- 
‘mation maritime; Ie resserrement des hesoins de la navigation fait rétrograder cos 
envois & 982,000 tonnes en 1896, ct & 598,000 tonnes en 1897. Dans l'ensemble, le 
mouvement maritime emprontant la voie du Canal, entre les ports EuropGens, d'tne 
part ; Inde, I Birmanie, ct Ceylan, dantre part; atteignait en 1895 un tonnage 
ot de 4,482,000 tonnes, réduit Taunée suivante A 4,000,300 tounes, et 4 9,687,800 
tonnes on 1807. Bn doux ans, le trfle de ou pour I"inde x done perdu 74,200 
tonnes. 

De méme que I'Inde, les Colonies Australicanes ont soutfert d'une sboheresso qui 
a provoqué, en dehore d'un déficit important dans ta réeolte des eéréales, une grande 
morialité sur le bétail, Ton cst résulté, dans lo transit du Canal, une certaine 
diminution du trafic compensée, on grande partio, par le marche ascendante que 
autres industries, tolles que celles des viandes, dex produits dela Initorie et des mines 
‘ont continué h suivre 

commerce de Extréme-Orient—cetto désignation eomprenant tous 
les pays nitude "Est dol'Inde Anglaiso—accuse une sensible progression. La naviga- 
tion entro cette vaste région ct I'Brope ot Amérique a passé de 2,103,100 tonnes en 
1805 & 2,663,800 tonnes on 1806 pour «’élover, on 1807, i 2,738,000 tonnes, Ta 
marino commerciale du Japon, en particulier, a pris un développement rapide : tondis 
ville ne figura en 1805, dans nos statistiques, que pour deux navires, elle compte, 
on 1507, trente-quatre stesmners jangeant net 100,00 tonneaux. 

Mnix Maugmentation du mouvement commercial de I'Extréme-Orient ot 
Vaccroissement régulier dn tonnage postal, quo los additions. successives faites par lex 
Compagnies ont porté de 1,952,000 tonneaux en 1805, A 2,120,000 tonneaux en 1806, 
‘ot i 2,200,000 en. 1807, ont ét6 loin do compensor ta niduction survenuo dans le trafie 
de "Indo ot do Australie, En résumé, les résultats de! Exeroiee 1897 ont été alfectés 
par une moins-value de plus de 6,500,000 fr. 

Tl est pourtant possible de ne fhire subir au dividende do cot exercice qu'une 
fhiblo riduetion. Ex effet, dans votre deruidre réunion, vous aver autorixé un dou 
Piltrement au profit de la rieerve: en detors do Ja retanue do 3 pour cant dee 
héndfices nots, il a été ens une réserve xpéciale dextinge enter, s'il on Stait 
dosain, lex produits distribuables de 1807. Vous avex approuyé, d’nutro part, qu’ane 
large dotation vint grossir le fonds spécial destiné A eompléter ou h remplacer, on 
Raypte, les constructions de In Compagnie, ot & maintenir constamment son outillage 
ala hatitour dex besoins de exploitation. 

“Par le fait mémo, Vous disions-nows, quo low nisorven ot lo fonds de renouvelle- 
ment dui matériel auront regu, en 1896, une importante allocation, il serait possible, on 
1807, ai les circonstanoes Vexigeaient, de rédluiro on do supprimer lox prélivementa de 
cotte nature ot d’atténuar ainsi, en eo qui concerne le dividende, les conséquences d'une 
diminution de recettes. 

Faisant bénéficier I’ Exerciee 1807 dex mesures do privoyance que vous aves prisox 
en 1896, nous pouvons, malgné Yatteinte que nos recettes ont subie, vous proposer In 
distribution d'un dividende net de 00 fr., infriour par eonsdquent de 2 fr. BO e, seulo- 
ment au divilende de 1896, 


Srrvarioy Frvaxcriee, 


Fes 
La recette totale est Uevie en 1897 A. oie: 73,007,028 40 
Bie stuignait en 1690. we Eo 129/885 26 


Thy a, par consdquent, dan exercice & Teuire Wee diminstion de. GBIGABE 8 


Sur le recettes du transit, la différence en moins s'est Glevée & 6,743,208 fr. 42 &. 
fe sur Ie trafic commercial pour 5,300,000 fr. et sur ie trafle résultant des 
Hons militaires pour 3,443,000 fr. 
(1099) cs 
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D'autres.catégories de recettes ont fourni une Iégére compensation de cette moins- 
value. Les produits du service fluancier présentent, en particulier, une augmentation 
de 102,620 fr, 9 «. 

‘Les dkpenses de 1897, con compris Tintérde et Vemortimement des y 
‘tions ede tines de coupons conalides silevent hae 
Ba 1806, cliesattiguaicat nr ee ee tt 


1 rewort done, en faveur de 1897, une diminstion de. 1,423,883 99, 


Mais il convient de remarquer que I'Exercice 1896 com diverses dotations 
au profit du fonds de constructions nouvelles ot le renow mit do matériel qui 
roprisentaient une somme totale de 1,545,641 fr. 44 ¢., et quiaucune dépense similaire 
wa G46 introduite dans ex comptes de 1897. Nous inspirant, en effet, do Ia dclara- 
tion qui vous a été faite l'année dernidre, et qui vient d'étre rappelée, nous avons cone 

idénd quo I'Exercico 1807 pouvait étre entidrement exonées d'une charge i laquelle il 
wait été en quelque sorte pouryu par avance en 1896, 

Pour établit une comparaison exacte entre les deux derniers exercices, il faut 
Gliminer des dépenses de 1806 la part afférente aux dotations qui n’ont pas lour contre 
partic en 1507, et on est ainsi conduit & constater, non plus une diminution, mais une 
Augmentation do 125,757 fr. 45 ¢. 

‘Les principales causes (augmentation ont été les suivantes :— 

1. Les émissions dobligations destinées & pourvoir aux travaux neufs ont ameng, 
sur les charges d'intéréts, un aceroisserment de 38,115 fr. 

2. Une charge nouvelle de 50,000 fr. figure dans les comptes de 1807, en raison 
de In participation do cet exercice & la dépense privue pour V’érection, & Port-Satd, d'un 
monument élevé d la mémoire de Ferdinand de Lesseps. Vous vous rappelez que votre 
demnidre Assemblée, en autorisant, dans oe but, une dépense de 250,000 fr..a decide 
qu'elle sernit prélovéa sur los revenus de cing exerciees. 

3. Le change a dté particiliiroment défavorable en 1807 pour les transmissions de 
fonds d'Rgypte en Franco et pour In négociation, A Paria, des traites sur Londres que 
ous recovons en payement des droits. “Law frais qui incombent & Ia Compagnie sat 
subi de ce chet une augmentation do 28,075 fr. 76 ¢ 

‘4 Bien que lo prix de roviont do la mainal'couvre ait été sensiblement nbaisss, 
Jes dragages dentrotien ont névessité un accroiswemant de dépense de 122,$41 fr. 27 c 
Cot accroissement résulte principalement do lextension qui a du tre donnée aux 
temvaux pour assurer un passage toujours facile aux grands navires, de plus en plus 
nombreux. 

On pout conclure des chiltres qui précédent qne Vauzmentation des dépenses 
aurait notablement dépassé le chiffro précité do 195,757 fr. 45.¢., si nous n’avions 
réalisé, d'autro part, dimportantes éeonomics. Nous vous signalerons celle qu a 
obtonue sur les tenitemonts da personnel ; tout en eontinuant } apporter & la situation 
do nos agents es arnéliorations que jusliflent leurs services, uous avons pu néluine 
Sette dépense de 79,400 ff; cetto diminution, s‘ajoutant & valle do 95,000 fr. daa 
Rialisée de 1803 A 1800, timoigne des efforts persévérants de vote Conseil pour 
simplifler Vorganisation des divers servieos autant que le comportent Vondre et Ia 
rigularité de lour fonetionnement 
sett, néstind, In situation finauciére de THxercioe 1807 sétablit do ts fagon 
suivante ;-— 


Lee roooties Wéldvent do 75,007 ba 40 
es dipenses pruprement dites 3 
Gette womme doit Stee sage 
1. De Tintértt ct de Tamortiement dee tines 
‘oypune consalidén soit. 
4 Dee Hintérdt ot ile Vanurtinessent du capi 
Poti SOs ge nay 


Les dipenscs tester vtlernat se snantaon os 
Lyetoklene de recites tar ls dépensesresmurt soat6,s80 72 

‘Nous vous proposons d'ajouter i cet exeddent — 

1 Le montant de la réserve spéciale de $90,176 fr. 42 ¢., constituée sur les béné- 


flees de 1896, et pour laquelle cette affectation, sinsi que nous vous le rappelions tout 
A Vheare, avait ‘6 prove dans notre préeédent sappate 


a7 


a 708,005 fr. 07 jortion disponible de In Réserve 

2. Un prilévement de 708,005 fr. 67 c. sur Ia portion disponible de e 

in érant ce prélévement, nous nous conformons & Is résolution que vous 

orn Sapess duet was aeablee du 39 Mai, 1884, résolution par laquelle "Article 62 
des stats a été complété comme sit: “ Lorsque le fonds de néscrvoiépnas le chi 

de 8,000,000 f. TAmemblée Générale des Actionmnres peut, sur Is proposition du 

Conseil, disposer do tout on partie de V'exeédent pour sugmenter Ia masse distribuable 

des bénéfices & répartir en conformité de I'Article 63. 


‘Le fonds do rserveatcignse su 31 Dtoemtre, 1896. 
Apr prikeecoentGeseemme de re nee 
eccrbeesnit dex btlfloes de 1897, I x0 tronversrarseok 
pao bao Taping SUH OTe. sib so 
four In Feourve oligatcire 
iv e Me ‘ig et les résultats 
JdGémant les, perspectives probables de exorcice courant o 
a Maite on pout ‘experet quo les Déndlies” de 1508, pormettrona une nsser large 
dotation de Ia Réserve pour compenser la somme prélevée en 1807. seg 
‘Si vous approuvcx nos propositions, lo binétioe net A népartir se trouvera constitu 
de In manidre suivante : : 
Ezckleat dot rosin vr Ie Aipenses de Texarice + awais.ano 32 
£ Reena ee ee 
X Prilivement war ls potion diapers on rtceve ToRUns ot 
Tout se . Rona 


cette soso, Alm 68 dlintib 1808, A tire 
Sefpiovnpee atcrint par Arle 64 dee Stats, ue wmnme des. 


ae Ae Galera 

partition de ce wlde entre Jes divers ayants droit, tello qu’otle ext 

Gent dane le compte qui vous a 6td distribus, aura pou‘lft do porter 

FD fr, 622 c le dividende revenant d chaque action; co dividends, augment ae 

Pintérat de 25 fr., représente un revenu brut de 97 fr. 622 c., et un rovenn net do 
90 fr. 


Compte de Premier Btablissement, 


BR 

du Conal Maritime ot consiste principalement en travaux d’élangissoment of 

fondissement. aie 
Ree ee ee. typ to 
oa a a 


diminution est presque entidrement applicable aux approvisionnements 
divas de Service do TEatiotens lle comeepand, on paxtik bua’ réuction ‘opseée 
dans les approvisionnements en vue du prochain achivement des travaux d'amdlioratfon, 
fet en partic A use rovision des prix pour lesyuels les matidres étaient inscrites & 


eed aifectécs sux dépentes do premier établissement ont été augmen- 


téos en 1807 de 2,551,462 fr-75 c. par suite de l'émission de 6,270 Obligations 3 pour 


alee canis 'amélioration. 

it de cetic Gmission a été affecté au payment des travaux d'amélioration. 
Come ails ob pourra A une partis dove trayanx par tn prélavement 
temporaine sur nos resiources disponibles. “Nous avons ainsi falisé une Sconomio sur 
Jes pharges d'intéréts ct amortissement qui sont Ia conséquence des nouvelles 


missions d’Obligations. 
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Coxresrimux. 


‘Dans les rapports précédents, nous vous avons déja entrotenus de deux proc’s que 
les porteurs de Délégations de jouissance ont cru devoir intenter A la Compagnie. 
Ges deux affaires, jugées en premitre instance, ont été déférdes & la Cour par les 
demandeurs. 

Dans la premiére, le requérant, auquel se sont joints comme intervenants les 
demandeurs do i seconde afaire,réclamait & la Compagnie le payement, d'un supplé- 
ment de 51 fr. 25 ¢. au 50™ et dernier coupon payé aux Délégataires le 1* Juillet, 
1804. 

Larrét de ln Cour a mis fin A octte prétention en condamnant le domandeur 
aux frais de premidre instance, et d'appel, et les intervenants aux frais de leur 
intervention. 

Quant ita seconde affaire, que nous vous avons exposée en détail & In dernitre 
Fr alle n’ext pax encore venuo devant la Cour en ordre utile pour étre 
plaidé 

En Rgypte, Ia Cour d'Aloxandrio a confirmé le jugement du Tribunal Mixte 
du Caire qui avait repoussé une demande en revendication de 250 actions; elle 
aen outre infirmé co jugement sur le chef relatif A une part de fondateur récla- 
mée ct n conlumné notre adversaire en tous les dépens de premitre instance et 
@uppel. 


Exrrorrarion. 


‘Transit et Navigation. 


Ro 1407, 2,080 naviren, aynnt cemmable wo toanage et do 
‘70074 | ca 
Lea paasagers, nu nombre de 191,213, ont produit 

Low Fecetise nccoasaen ve wnt levees b 


a recette totale du trnnalt «dene Hb deo 73,214,200 19 


wo ep Rabe dos ites ayant transité pour Ia promidre fois en 1807 9 été 
do 178, 

Ta navigation de nuit, A Taide do la lumidre Gleotrique, a 6té_ effectuse 
2897 navires, soit 95 pour cont du total des naviren; Ia proportion avait été on 1806 
de 94-2 pour cent. 

La royenno du wijour total des navires dans lo Canal a 64, en 1807, de 17 heures 
44 minutes, ot In durée moycune do marche effective, do 15 heures 36 minutes. C'est, 
relativement 4 1896, une’ dimnisuti minutes pour le séjour total et de 
17 ininutes pour Ia marcho offeoti 

La jauge notte moyenne qui était de 2,511 tonncanx en 1906, s'est Slevéo h 
2.645 tounenux en 1807.” Sur 2,096 navires passés parle Canal, 391, ou 131 pour eent 
au total ont transité avec un tirant d'eau variant entre 7 m. 51 ¢., ot 7 m. 80 c. 
en 1896, I proportion des navires ayant transité avee un tirant d'eau de plus de 
7 m. 50 ¢. n'était que de 10°6 pour cent. Les grands yacbots de 10,000 tonneaux 
ot do 160 mitres de longueur min en service par le Norddentscher Lloyd sur’ sa 
ligne d'Australie ont effeotué plusicurs traverses du Canal en 1897, dans les conditions 
tris satisfaisantes, Tena été de méme pour les grands cuirassés Japonais. “ Fuji” 
ot“ Yashima,” dont ls largear était, pour le premier, de 22 m. 25 c. ot, pour le second, 
de 22m. 45 ¢,, dimensions qui n’avaient pas encore été constatées dans le transit du 


Pendant l'année 1807, troisitme navires pétroliers en vrac ont elfectué soixante ot 
‘onze traversdes ot ont produit une recette de 2,072,890 fr. 
Vous constaterez certainement avee plaisir que vos efforts constants pour 


Yaméliortion da Canal ont Jours fruits et que, malgré l'augmentation 
daiaterrompie des dimensions des navires, 1s durée du transit n’en a pas moins subi 
une nouvelle réduction, 
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Domaine. 


Is superficie des terrains vendus au profit du Domaine commun, en 1897, a été 
de 20,282 50, dont la plus grande partie it Ismailia. 
Les recettes du Domaine commun se sont dlevées -— 
Foe. 
Pour les eeutes 3 eS o> 109/881 95, 
Et pour lew leations & ee 2D rsgiaas 68 


Soit ensemble wee 881,005 88 


ui se partagent par moitid, déduction faite des dépenses, entre le Gouvernement 
tien et In Compagnie. 
‘Les reeettes du Domaine particulier comprennent 189,041 fr. 50 ¢. pour locations 
de bitiments, revenant & lexercice, et 2,071 fr. 97 c. pour ventes dimmoubles dont le 
produit est i affecter i nos constructions nouvelles. 


Service des Kaus. 


Le service des Eaux de Sues ot do Portthewfik a procuré une recette do 
108,709 fr. 84 c.; celui de Port-Said ot Ismailia, une recette de 210,081 fr, 7 o. 

‘A Port-Said, les siachines ont élevé dans lox nisarvoirs un volume d'eau de 
300,684", qui ont é4é distribués; 448,000" on ville, pour I'nlimentation do In 
population, et 142,684" au kilom. (réservoirs du port) pour V'approvisionnement dos 
navires. 


‘Tramway de Port-satd is Temata, 


Les receties du tramway de Port-Said A Istuailia, que s'étaient dlovées en 1896 a 
254,062 fr. 19c., ont été en 1807 de 276,160 m augmentation de 25,106 fr. 89. 
sur Vexercice précédent. Ces sommes ne comprennent pas le montant des rocettes 
@ordre qui, pour 1897, représentont 155,71) fr. 66 , et proviennent des transports 
effectués pour les divers services de la Compagnie. 


La ligne entiére da Canal et ses gares, la mde et lo chenal de Port-Baid ont été 
entretonus en bon état de navigabilité par les dragages périodiques ordinaires répartis 
comme suit -— 


Poet-Said— 
agar em debts tee a +. dagen 
Curnge du chenal ede Favant-pars Cy earn 


Toul. - baaares 


Curage di Canal et dea garoe— 
Section de PortSald satanae 
Section JTomatlin ‘ 408,701 
Section de Suet. 201444 


Tad) ay oe OD AtTa 


‘Le cube des dragages exteutés pour Tentretion Jo Is Chambre d'apports A Vest de 
In jetée ouest a été de 206,200". “ 

Celui résultant des curages dans Jes bassins de Port-Said a été de 68,991". 

Tes terrassements A see pour dérasement de la berge Asie du Canal Maritime, 
dans Ia section de Port-Said, se sont élevés ae ome au 

Enfin, les sables d’apports sur la berge jue du Canal iti In section 
@Ismailia, ont donné Tiara Venlévement de 33.550", oo 

{ros9) © 





Port ty Sts immengé 20 blocs magonnés sux Te talus ouest de Is grande jetéo de 
‘ort-Baid 
Divers travaux dentrotien pour la défense des herges ont été, comme chaque 
année, exéoutés, dans les trois sections du Canal, sur une longueur totals ‘de 
986 motres, 


Travaur @' Amdlioration. 


Les tmyanx d'élargissement du Canal Maritime de 92 a 37 métres ont suivi la 
Progression prévue pour 1897, 
‘Les dragages correspondants ont donné lieu A un cube se décomposant comme 
‘ ‘Section de Port-Said ‘ ” To 
Seeton nate 
Seotion de Sues «+ 


‘Toul 


‘La drague iratrice a exéeuté dans la section d'Ismailia, pour le déblaiement et 
Vograndissement du bassin de vidage du Djebel Mariam, un cube de 70,180—. 

es trarmux 'Giangiwomont ont port sur le points c-apets— 

Dans In scotion de Port-Said, du kilom, 69+ 200 au kilom. 39-+700 ot du 
kilom, 60 + 200 au kilom. 61 + 185. Ldargissement de 15 matres a été terminé dans 
cotte section le 19 Juillet, 1897. 

Dans Is section d'Ismailia, entre les kilom. 62-4 786 ot 85 +175, sur une 
longuour do 5,464 motres. 

Dans la section do 8uer, du kilom. 134 + 302 an kilom. 136 + 250, 

Av 1* Janvier, 1808, 'largissoment de 15 mdtres n'était plus & achover que sur 
une longuour de 8,050 mitres ; co travail touche b sa fin. 

Pour satisfitire aux besoins du transit, nous avons entrepris Vexéeution des divers 
tenvaux complimentaires Waméliorstion ei-apris énumérés >— 

1. Augmentation du nombro des élargissemeuts-gares pour le crvisement des 
navires de dimensions oxtraordinaires, dont nous yous avons ‘signalé la création l'année 
dornitre. Le nombre do oes dlargissements a été de 4 ot 

2, Reotiflontion des courbes de Venteée nord du Lae Timsah s 

3. Prolongement du bassin dos charbouniers ot construction d'un quai et d'un 
mole au chantior dex bloox b Port-Said. 

4. Installation de pleux d’amarmge dans les parties droites du petit Lac Amer. 

Comme nous Ie fhisions prévoir dans un de nos précédents rapports, nous avons 
fait In commande d'un remorquour de 2,400 chevaux. Cet appareil trs puissant 
‘sépondra i Vaugmentation toujours cvoissante des dimensions des navires transiteurs, 


Srrvarion Géxénane, 


Apris yous avoir rendu compte des résultats de I'Bxercice 1807, nous eroyons 
intéressant de vous faire connaitre quelles espérances on peut concevoir concernant 
Pexereico en cours. 

Les recettes de Ia navigation, du 1 Janvier au 24 Mai, 1898, sont en augmenta- 
tion do 4,800,000 fr. par rapport A la période correspondante de 1807; cette 
‘umdlioration ‘provient “uniquement d'une situation commerciale meilleure. ‘Les 
récoltes dans I"Inde sont abondantes ot il est permis despérer que intercourse entre 
I'Burope et ce pays sera tris actif pendant toute 'anné \portance de la produc- 
tion du bié coincidant avec le défieit des céeéales en Europe, il en résultera un notable 
ément de fret de retour. 

Dans "Inde comme dags tons Jes pays au dela de Sues, Vélévation persistante 
des frets est Vindice d'une plus grande activité dans les opérations commerciales et 


En Youyerture au commerce Ei de nouveaux ports ot la construction 
deivorday tums a yroe ced {influence heurense pour notre trafic 
et contribuer & son développement, 
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Ces éléments ne sont pas les souls qui permettent de prévoir des accroissements 

: : ee 

ge ee ee eee 
Y'Extréme-Orient. Co service est devenu bi-mensuel ; les départs en sont alteran 
tivement assurés par les paquebots du Nonideutscher Loyd et par ceux, do ta 
Compagnie Hambourgeoise Américaine, qui a ené une ligne sur lg Chino en Janvier 
dernier, absorbant, ’ cet effet, Is flotte de la Kinsin Linie. Bn outre, le Norddeutseher 
‘Loyd organise vers cette méme direction une ligne de cargo-bonts indépondante du 
service postal. : 

eutsche Ost Africa Linie, qui dessert le commerce entre Hamboneg ot In 
Cate Oriental At fait part maintenant ses paquabota fous los quinue jours au 
few de toute: is semaines. Pres 3 
He de teat haatice Komspagal (Dancise), dont nons yous anonclons Van dernier ta 
constitution pour reliceles ports de !"Europe septentrionale’ ceux de Extx'me-Orient, 
' expédié son premier steamer en Mars 1898. ee 

‘A Ia fin de Tannée dernite, il a été oréé une ligne mensuelle entre New York et 
les ports de I'Tude. i , F ‘i ies. 

‘Les armateurs doa flotte "Indra" ont établi un service régulier mensuel en 
Ja Cote Atlantique des Etats-Unis, ls Chine et lo Japon. - 

‘Vous verrez dans les annexes de co rapport le nombre des unités nouvelles 
ajoutées aux flottes des Compagnios Postalet ct Commerciales régulidres dont los 
Ravires ont effectué au moins 24 traverascs du Canal en 1807. Bn dehors des lignes 
comprises dans ce(te nomenclature, des Sooiétés do Navigation de date encore trop 
reente pour y figuror, ott augments également lours effectits. ; 

Le relivement des mecettes oonstaté depuis lo commencement de Yannge 1898 et 
Vexpérience du passé indiquent qu’il n'y a pas lien de 9 préocouper dune réduetion 
temporaire dans les résullats de foitstion du Canal. “Le trafle entre Europe ot 
TOdent peut subir, oomme en 1807, un ralentissoment notable, mais les besoins 

‘ux du commerce sont tels que Ta dépression no saurait Otro de longue durée, 
elles sont les raisons qui justifient ls confiance de votre Conseil dans le 


Aéveloppoment de 1a prospérité de notre Compagnie. 


Réscecriox v'Anwrxrsrearevns, 


‘Nous avons & vous soumettre I nédlection de quatre Membres du Conseil, dont le 
mandat est expiné ot qui sont rééligibles. 
Ge sont : 
MM. J. N. Axsuuy, 
E. Davoxge, 
. VERGS, 
Sir Tnowas Scramuaxn, G.CALG., MP. 


Anneses au Rapport ii PAscemblée Générale des Actionnaires du 7 Juin, 1808. 


Sxuviex pes Exvvorrarioxs Accessotees. 


acts da Dorsioe Pasir td Danse Commun de 1870 1897. 
irRtct fer Boe, do (8704 10. 
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’ Recerres des Eaux de 1870 4 1897, 
Lrowes Régulidres: Navires Nouveaux. 
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Recerres du Domaine Particolier et du Domaine Commun de 1870 i 1897. i : 
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on ao16 42 concordance des éoritures de votre Société aveo te bilan et les comptes qui yous sont 
a 287 90 soumis pour 'Exercice 1597. 
ns Mase 90 7 ‘Nous avons constaté, une fois de plus, li régularité avec laquelle est teoue votre 
16 senate comptabilité, et Vempressément qu’apporte votre Administration i fournir & vos Com. 
8 6 missaires tous les renscignements et Toutes les pidees jostiticatives nécessaires 4 Paccom- 
" uv pliseement de leur mission. 

“ Compte de P xercice 1897, 
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Si vous approuvez les attributions et prélévements ci-dessus, qui rentrent, ailleurs 
dans les prévistons éventuelles des assemblées antérieures, I"Exercice 1897, malgré In 


réduction considérable de prés de 7,000,000 fr. qu’ont subie les recettes du transit, 
nettra In distribution da dividende de 90 fr. nets, tout en Inissant figurer dans les 
d a totalité des 3,872,225 fr. représentant les charges de 'emprunt 


Inventaire Général au 31 Décembre, 1897. 


Actif. 


Les dépenses d'avgmentation et d’amélioration ont été, pendant I'Exeroice, de 
13,104,137 fr. B2c., ce qui porte le prix de revient du Canal, au 31 Décembre, 1897, 
508,818,235 fr. 82 c. 

Le ‘Chapitre “Domicile Admiaistratif et Sidge Social” reste sans changement 
1,273,965. 890. 

Les “Biitiments du Domaine ” sont portés pour 4,196,189 fr. 92.c. 

La valeur des bitiments ct abris du service des eaux (127,100 fr.) diminnée d'une 
somme de 900 fr. représentant estimation d'une maison démolic, a 6é transférée av 
compte des “Bitiments du Domaine,” qui présente ainsi une augmentation de 
126,200 fr. 

actif du “Service des Eaux” diminué de Vimportance de ce transfert, et d'une 
différence de 7,046fr. 91¢. dans les autres éléments du Chapitre est réduit A 
2,158,478 fr. 64, 

Le mobilier, le matériel, et les approvisionnements du ‘Transit sont portée pour 

30 fr. 82eq avec ane diffrence en moins te 12,146 fr. 76 c, 

Enfir, Vactif de “I'Entretion” est néduit 4 8,201,126 fe. 26 c4.en diminution de 
796,280, fr. 90. 

Cette difference, qui porte presque exclusivement sur les approvisionnements, 
provient, une part, d'un excédent des sorties sur les entrées en magasins, et, dautre 
Fatt, d'une résluetion de 902/28 ft. Sze. opr su ls pix dinventaire. 

Prés de 70 pour cent de cette deride somme ont été couverts par les bénéfices 


réservés du compte magasin, 
Tl reste & amortir 169,556 fr. 9 c., qui Sgurent, & lactif, dans les comptes “ Débiteurs 


‘Acti Disponible ou Réalisable” s'éldve A 61,946,369 fr, 37 ¢ contre 
64,941,210 fr, 15 ¢., au Décembre, 1896. 

La diminution s'explique tout natureliemest par la réduction des recettes de 
VBxerciee. 

Cetic partie de votre actif n’appelle aucune explication spéciale, les valeurs de votre 

wrtefeuilie Gant de premier ordre, et Jes placements en reports ou autres emplois de fonds 
Meourt terme continuant A tre faits dans les conditions les plus prudentes. 
Passif. 

Les chiffres inscrite aw passif pour Te montant du capital social ot des différents 
‘emprunte, jusques et y compris celui de 1880, sont sans changement. 

Tremprunt de 1887 s'est augment du produit des 5,270 obligations 3 pour cent 
nouvelles émises pendant 'exercice au prix moyen de 484 fr., soit de 2,651,462r, 75c, c¢ 
qui porte le montant total des emprunts & 263,120,739 fr. 11 c. 

Les divers comptes créanciers, dont le montant est de 25,780,801 fr. 31 ¢,, présentent 
une différence en moins de 171,608 fr. 6c. sur le bilan précédent, 

Tas comptes de reserve wot réduite 411,485,206 fe 93 c, au liew de 
13,205,061 fr. 68 c. 

‘Ainsi que nous vous Vavons signalé plus haut, Ia différence provient -— 

1. De Vattribution, au compte de I'Exercice, de Tn réserve spécinle, qui ne figure plus 
au bilan actuel, et des 708,095 fr. 67 c. prélevés sur In réserve Statutaire. 

9, D'ane ‘diminution de 119,082 fr. 66 c. dans le “Fonds de Renouvellement duu 
Matériel.” 

Enfio, le solde du compte “Profits et Pertes” balance Je passif par la somme de 
25,420,845 fr. Te, représentant, aprés déduction des acomptes distribués, le solde des 
bénétices nets & répartir, 

‘Nous avons Thonneur, messieurs, de vous proposer approbation des comptes de 
1’Exercice 1497, tels qu'ils vous sont présentés, 
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Compre de I'Exercice 1897. 
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Recerres ou Produits néalisés par la Compagnie et Affectés & ln Construction ou A 
PAmélioration du Canal. 
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No, 34. 
British Suez Canal Directors (6 the Maryuess of Solisbury—(Received June 14.) 


(No. 18. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, June 8, 1808. 
WE have the honour to report that the annual get 1 mecting of the Suex Canal 
shareholders was held yesterday, Prince d’Arenberg, President. of the Company, acting 
as Chairma 
M in, First Secretary of Her Majesty's Embassy, who aitended by your 
Lordship's instructions as the Representative of Her Majesty's Government, and 
M. Cambefort, were appointed Seratineers. 





“4 


The President read to the meeting the Report of the Directors, inclosed in our 
despatch No. 17 of the 7th instant, and at its conclusion called apon the Auditors to 
state the result of their examination of the accounts, which were declared to be in 
order. 

Before putting the various Resolutions to the vote, Prince d’Arenbeng informed the 
meeting that there was every reason to expect that the present year would show a large 
inerease over last year in the Company's receipts, and, in confirmation of this hope, 
stated that there was already, on the day of the meeting, an exeess of 5,300,000 fr. over 
the receipts of last year. 

M, Delort de Gléon, who has always strongly opposed the London Agreement of 
Mth November, 1883, again criticized this arrangement, and called upon the meeting to 
ahom thelr disapproral of it by not voting for vo of the Board (Mess. Ansijn and 
Sir Thomas Sutherland) whose turn for re-clection had come, as representing the 
ship-owners’ interests. 

‘The following Resolutions were then put to the meoting — 


[AL Aporural ofthe Annual Neport. 
He Appeal of the Auditory Satement 

©. ‘Approval of the propose divi 

Dy Afpoin hvala for 1908, 

Be Appar o€ the resleton of four Adminitratry, bow teres of olfce bad expired 


All the Resolutions were adopted unanimously, with the exception of that renewing 
the mandate of tho four Administrators, when the voting was as follows -— 


Wotes 
Vor M. Ausliy 4 : Vis 
SM. Dautrbe 1 1400 
M Nee 1490 
Sir Te Botberand Lie 


‘The mecting was somewhat disorderly, and M. Delort de Gléon succeeded in 
obtaining more support than be haa received during recent years. 
‘We have, &e, 
(Signed) J, STOKES, 
Hi. AUSTIN LEE. 
©. W. FREMANTLE. 


No. 38. 
British Suex Canal Directors to the Morquess of Salisbury:—(Received June \4.) 


No. 19. Commercial.) 

iy Lord, Paris, June 9, 1508, 
WE havo the honour to tranamit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a letter 
addressed to the Secretary of the Treasury by Mr. Austin Lee, Resident-Director in 
Paris, with regard to the sums due for interest and dividend on the Ist Jaly next, in 

respect of the Suez Canal shares, the property of Her Majesty's Government, 
We have, &e. 
(For the British Directors), 
(Signed). AUSTIN LEE, 


Inclosure in No. 35. 


Mr. Lee to Treasury. 
Sir, Paris, June 9, 1898. 
TN accordance with the arrangement laid down in the Treasury Minute of the 
18th December, 1814, T hare the honour to inform you that the balance of dividend for 
1897, dae und payable on the Ist July next, in respeet of tho shares and ‘actions de 
jouiséance of the Suez Canal Company belonging to Her Majesty's Government will be 
7,908,035 fr. 44 0. 
‘To this will’ be ‘added the half-year’s interest on the capital shares only at 
12 fr. 50 ¢., amounting to 2,162,612 fr. 50 e. 





‘The total sum receivable by Her Majesty's Government will therefore be :— 
10,181,147 fr. 94 ¢., made up as follows’ 
Fro. 
7,806,181 13 
162484 92 


7,968,006 44 


Hal.yenr’s interest for 1598 on 178,001 capital shares, at 12. 60 = 163,512 50 


Tile wire cys dae ces Sarricge mina gOAMINET OF 


‘This amount will be remitted to Messrs. Rothschild for payment to Her Majesty's 
Government on the Ist July next, and 1 shall be glad to receive in due course the 
receipts in the forms prescribed for transmission to the Suez Canal Company, which are 
herewith inclosed for your signature 

Thave, &c, 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE, 





No. 36. 
Sir E, Monson to the Marquest of Salishury.—(Reecived June 16.) 


(No, 180. Commercial.) 
fy Lord, Paris, June 8, 1898, 
IN accordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’: despatch No. 8, 
Commercial, of tho S1st ultimo, Mr. Gossclin, Her Majesty's Secretary of Embassy, 


attended the annual general meeting of the shareholders of the Suex Canal Company on 
the 7th instant as the Representative of Her Majesty's Government, 
Tam informed that a report of the proceedings will be transmitted to your Lordabip 


by the Suex Canal Directors in the usual coun, 
Chavo, te. 
(Signed) EDMUND MONSON. 


No. 37. 


Count Lewenhoupt to the Marquess of Salisbury.—{Receiced June 18.) 


Légation de Suede et de Norvige, Londres, 
‘M. le Marquis, Te 17 Juin, 1808, 

EN date du 21 Mars, 1878, n Légation du Gouvernement de Sa Majeaté 
Britannique & Stockholm communiqus au Gouvernement du Roi qu’un arrangement 
avait été conclu entre le Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Britannique et la Compagnie du 
‘Canal de Suez concernant les déductions A faire da tonnage brat quand un navire est 
jnugé d’apris les Ragles de In Commission de Constantinople 1878, et que Varrange- 
ment en question serait également appliqué pour les navires d'gutres pays. 

Comme le Gouvernement du Roi désirerait savoir si cot arrangement est toujours 
en foree, j'ose prier votre Seignenrie de vouloir bien me donner cette information ot 
aussi de ine faire savoir si arrangement continue & étre appliqué aux navires d'autres 
Pays, si tant est qne cette cineonstance puisse tre constatée ich 

‘En méme temps, je saisis, &e, 

C. LEWENHAUPT, 


[1000] 





S.S. ANGLAIs “ETHELBRYHTA” DE wuitTey. 


Hoi $85 Cortificat da We Avril, 1898. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received June 30.) 


Sir, Board of Trade, June 29, 1898. 

I AM directed by the Board of Trade to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
tho 29nd instant transmitting, by direction of the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, « copy of a note received from the Swedish-Norwegian Minister at this Court 
respecting the arrangement concluded between Hor Majesty's Government and the Porte dun pan 
Suox Canal Company with rogund to the tonnage measuromant of vessels which was 
communicated to the Swedish Government in March 1878, 

In reply I am to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbary, that the 
arrangement to which Count Lewonhaupt rofers is still in foreo as rogands the measure- 

nf British and Foreign vessels in this country for Suez Canal Special Tonnage 
jcates, and that, so far as this Department is aware, it is applied to the measure 
mont of vossols for similar certificates in other countries 

‘The Boned dosiro me to sugyest, for Lord Salisbury's consideration, that s reply 
to this offect may be forwarded to Count Lowenhaupt ; and Tam to add that possibly 
tho British Directors of the Suez Canal Company may bo able to state definitely 
whothor tho arrangement roferred to is actually in foree in forcign countries. 

T have, 
(Signed) INGRAM B. WALKER. 





Hautenr dar Briadge Fo 


No, 39, 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salishury.—(Received July 


(No, 20, Commercial) 
My Lon, Paris, July 4, 1898. 
REFERRING to our deapateh No. 10 of the 12th May last, we have the honour 
to transmit to your Lordship herewith further correspondence with the Suez Canal 
Company on the subject of the measurement of bridge 5 
"ho Hoard of Trade will probably have the steamship “ Ethelbryhta” surveyed 
in onder to ascertain whother the slides have been added since her measurement in 
April last. 
: We have, &e. 
(Signed) * J. STOKES. 
©, W. FREMANTLE. 
H. AUSTIN LE! 


Coulinveats 
eilienestie 


Inclosure 1 in No. 39. Plan vertical des cuvertures 


arriére bridge. 
M. de Trouville to Sir J. Stokes. . 


M. le View-Président, Paris, te 80 Juin, 1898, 
COMME suite 4 ris communication en date du 3 Mai dernier ot & Ia lettre que 
rous avez bien voulu m’sdressor le 7 Juin courant aw sujet dit mesurage des “ bridges,” 
"poops," et * forveastles” par le Board of ‘Trade, je m’empresse de vous ndresser, sous 
ce pli, In copie une nouvelle lettre ie date du 18 Juin dernier avec deux Annexes) 

que je viens de rwoevoir de M. le Chef du ‘Transit sur le mime sujet. 

‘Veuillez, &e. 
Le Directeur, 
(Signé) ~- TROUVILLE. 


Aérutions, machine, et chaullerie. 








Ismailia, le 8 juin 1898 
Le Chel da Service du Transit 
Signe! Tillier. 





47 


Inclosure 2 in No. 89. 


ar. Tin 
M. le Président, 


PAT Vho vous ac 


mavertures arridn 

bien némulte 
wens 

Aétivrance du 8 
Jo vous adrease en mmo te: 


Tl ext done probab 


In 


& " Poop,” “ Bridge,” ow 


" Forecastle” 


ier to Prince d'Arenberg. 


Iemaitia, 
lettre me’ trans 
résentants 


te 18 Juin, 1898. 
tant copie 
Sa Majesté 


ption de. vote 
aveo AES. les 
st intéressant que je vous informe 
da mesuago des 

constatations 
ot“ forocastls 


il =~ 
ficats 
site de a 

a 
rar toute Ia 


Btbelbryht: 
qu'il existait des 
vine ni gurl 


ado que 


ple qu ajoutés apros la 


# Cannl certificat. 


pa, un état, complitant jusqu’a eo jour Ja Tinto des 
sound of Trade. 
Veuillor, &, 
Lo Ohef du Bervico du Transit, 


(Bigné) TILLER. 


closure 8 in No, 89, 


ayant dex Suez Canal Certificate dliords 


at au 1" Janvier, 1898. 





even Jacket 
Eahetbeyben, 


eilia, le 18 Juin, 1898. 


3 


Lomiros 

| Wea Tartepod! 
sit 
Glan 
Whitiy 


5 ar ease 5 Me eee ee 


Le Chat dn Service = ea ‘Transit, 
(Signé) MLLTER. 


Inclosure 4 in No, 


[Pisn of 


9 


he Steamship “ Ethelbryhta. 
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No. 40. 
Britigh Suez Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisbury—(Received July 


{No. 21. Commercial.) 
My Lord, Paris, July 4, 1898, 

IN obedience to your Lordship's instructions conveyed in Mr. Curzon’ letter to 
Mr. Austin Lec of the Ist instant, inclosing Count Lewenhaupt's letier of the 17th June 
to your Lordship, and the Board of Trade’s Report upon the same, wo have the honour 
to state that Count Lewenhaupt’s letter refers to a Ciroular addressed in 1878 to Her 
Majesty's Representatives abroad for communication to the Governments to which 
they were nceredited. 

This Memomndum was the outcome of a negotiation which lasted more than a 
year, and which was itself the issue of a long series of communications concerning 
tonnage measurement, which originated in the complaints made by M. de Lesseps in 
the Protocols which recorded the Convention of the 21st February, 1876, 

Colonel Stokes at that time undertook to bring these complaints before Her 
Majesty's Government, in onder that they might be investigated, and, if they were well 
founded, that the inaccuracies complained of might be redressed. 

‘This investigation showed that, owing to changes of construction and arrangement 
of spaces, &c., in ships since the meeting of the Constantinople Commission in 1978, it 
had become nocessary to define more clearly the intentions of that Commission, and on 
the Ist February, 1877, the Earl of Derby addressed a Clreular on the subject “ 
Her Majesty's Representatives in countries partics to the Constantinople Commission. 

The proposals mado in this Cireular wore approved by all the Powers exeapt 
Franco, whose Foroign Minister, the Due Decazes, maintained that they woro unjust 
to tho Canal Company, althougt they were fmmed to give aatisfnction to the come 
plaints of M. de Lesseph. 

Direct negotiations, however, between tho British Dirvctors of that day and the 
Company resulted in an Agroemont which is embodied in the Circular mentioned by 
Count Lewenhaupt, 

‘This Agreement was approved finally by all of the Powers, and the now form of 
Spocial Cortiflente of ‘Tonnage agroed to, 

Thoso conditions have been in force ever sixes, and we are unaware of any 
clroumstance that can have given rise to Count Lowenhaupt’s inquiry. 

‘The correspondence sent in original hy Mfr. Curzon is herewith retarned. 

We have, &o, 
(Signed) "J. STOKES, 
H. AUSTIN LER. 
©. W. FREMANTLE, 


No. 1. 
British Sues Canal Directors to the Mariuess of Salisbury —(Received July 12.) 


(No. 22. Commercial.) 
My Lond, Paris, July 8, 1898. 
WITH reference to your Loriship’s despatch No. 3, Commercial, of the 16th Api, 
and our despatch No. 6, Commercial, of the 11th May last, we have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that the paying off of the workmen no longer required on. the 
Suez Canal improvement works is now terminated, and we are glad to report that no 
difficulties of any kind havo arisen in connection with it. 
We have, &o. 
(Signed) "J. STOKES. 
H. AUSTIN LEB. 
©. W. FREMANTLE. 





No. 42, 
The Marquess of Salisbury to Count Lewenhaupt. 
Bir, Foreign Office; July 18, 1898. 


I LOST no time in referring to the proper quarter the inquiries contained in your 
note of the 17th ultimo in regard to the arrangement concluded hetwoon Her Majesty's 


Government and the Suez Canal Company as to the tonnage measurement of vessels 
which was communicated to your Government through 
Stockholm in 1878, 

In reply I have the honour to state that the agreement in question was finally 
approved by all the Powers, and the new form of Special Certificate of Tonnage was 


Her Majesty's Legation at 


to. 
‘The conditions thereby imposed are still in force as regards the measurement of 
British and foreign vessels in this country for Suex Canal Special Toonnge Certificates, 
and, are also, Her Majesty’s Government are assured, applied to the measurement of 
vessels for sitnilar certificates in other countries, 
T have, &0, 
(Signed) SALISBURY 


Nos. 
British Suez Canal Directors to the Marduess of Salisbury.—(Received August 4.) 


(No. 23, — Commercial.) 
My Lord, ts, July 30, 1898, 

WE have the honour to comply with the ditvotions Mr, Villiers’ 
despatches No 4, Commercial, of the 20th April, and No. 6. Commorcial, of the 20th 
May ist snd to offer observations on the suggestions made by Her Majesty's Consul 
at Port Said respecting pilotage at that port. 

‘The delay which has arisen in making our report is due to our having only this day 
received the last of the opinions of our Commercial colleagues which we wore nuthorized 
to obtain. 

Consul Cameron makes eight specific recommendations, on which we have 
taken the opinions of our Commercial colleagues, which we summarine as follows ;— 

1. Mr. Cameron cails for a uew chart of the entrance. 

‘There ix a general consensus of opinion that frequent soundings should be taken, 
as the depth in the fairway are constantly changing, but the opinion has been 
exprewsed that ns the channel is straight and’ buoyed, « chart is not consulted, but the 
captain looks to the Jeading marks, which should be well defined. 

2. The Couni] recommends extra buoys to the enst over dangerous ground. 

Upon this, opinion is somewhat divided ax to localizing the buoys, but the 
tendency of the advice given is that the existing buoys should be higher out of 
the water, and that the lights they carry should be twice as powerful as. they 
now are. 

‘The conical form of buoy is recommended as affording a more conspicuous object, 
and thus better marking the channel, which would be sufficiently’ indicated by uch, 
improved buoys and lights. A greater number is deprecated 

3 The leugthoning of the western breakwater propose Dy the Consil 1# not 
recommended, being considered of no advantage, although it is pointed out that 
eventually the advaneo of the foreshore may make this necessary. 

We have the honour to state that this question is narrowly watched both by the 
Company and by the International Commission of Engineers, which meets annually, 
and that the advance of the foreshore has been checked under their advice. 

4. The Consul urges that a system of signalling from the lighthouse should be 
established, by which vessels should be warned to lie off till the weather improves. 
‘The reply to this from four-fifths of our es is thnt such a system is most 
undesirable. . The captain of each ship is responsible, and he is the best judge of what 

ip should do. He knows her draught of water, and will consider not only 
the risk of entering, but also the difficulty of securing the ship in a gale when inside 
—— Port Said. One’ ship-wner, who deprecated the proposal the 

(1099' 0 
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.d that in twenty-five years none of his ships had met with an 

Mr. Cameron proposes tha f sworthy | 

od and towed out by pilot This propos erally condemned, but 

of our colleagues, as practical men, have pointed out that the system adopted 
on coasts where the heaviest seas are encountere 
that a wood cruising pilot stexmer should tak 
5 miles from the nee, and then 
can always be done by sending a sn a lee of the 
This io the course pursued all the world over without any accident. Some of our 
colle think that a special cba nde for this; others object to any 
oxtra duc 

6. Tho Consnl's proposal w mo” system is ge 
approved, but it is pointed out tha nocewsary, in cortain extrome eases, 

7 The Consul’s proposal to purchase some powerful tugs for special 
sorvies, ablish a complete life-saving station, are generally condewned on the 
round that accidents to vessels aro very rite and loss of life almost unknown at Port 
Enid, because there arv no rocks in the neighbourhood (the breakwaters excepted), and 
the bottom shelves outwards so gendually that the force of the heaviest seas is broken 
long before they roach n stranded vessel 

A good life-boat, with an efficient crew, should, however, he maintained. One 
large ship-owner contended that the entrance channel should be mover less than 
a0 feet dawp, but we are able to state that this is the depth which the Company aims 
‘at uuintaining, and does maintain as a rule, 

Wo have thus endeavoured to deal exhaustively with the specific recommendations 
in Mr, Consul Came y nro proceded by a long argurmentative attack 
upon the duos Canal Company, which is, to a great extent, refuted by the opinions 
expressed by the gentlemen whom we consulted, and who are the owners of the 

¢ bulk of British shipping frequenting the Ca 

‘Iudying from the letters of the Admiralty of ‘Trade, these Depa 
monis donod appear to share Mr. Consul Cameron's views as to the administration of 
the Suez Canal Company 

Wo have vot inde any representation to the Company on any of the points 


reported upon. 
We have, &e 
Signed) 3 
HL AUSTEN LEE. 
C, W. FREMANTLE. 





No. th 
Admiralty to Foreign Office. seived August 6. 


Sir, Admiralty, August 1898. 
TAM commanded by the Loris Commissioners of the Admiralty to tran 
the information of the Secretary of State, extracts from a letter from the Comm 
Officer of Her Majesty’s ship “Blenheim,” dated the 20th ultimc 
prosentation of silver plate to the officials of the Suez Canal Company for, services 
Prndered in connection with the stranding of Her Majesty’s ship “ Victorious,” and the 
tcknowledgment of M. Tiller for the honour conferred on him. 
am, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 


—— 


Inclosure in No. 44. 
Captain Fisher to Admiralty. 


Sir, “ Blenheim," at Port Tewft, July 20, 18 
ON arrival at Port Satd, in accordance with orders I received from Rear-Admi 

Hoya, the Senior Officer at Malta, I opened the chest in my charge containing presents 

of plate from their Lordships, sud so soon as the affiials and others (of Suez Canal 


a 


pany) for whom ee intend 1d be ussembled, T presented ti 
feraleck in the presence of all my own officers, the officials of the Suc 
1 officers of two French men-of-war present, and most of th 
f Port Said, who asked my permission, through Her 


he Suez Canal Company : M. Vandier, M. Schmitt, and 


ajesty’s Consul, T handed thi 
nal Company at Port Said 
them from him. 

After the prese 4, M. ‘Tillier, CALG,, Chef de Service du Transit de ta 
Navigation, in a speech of some length, conveyed on behalf of the nts their 
thanks for the g gratitude experienced through theie Lordships? 
liberality, as well a mour conferred upon himself nf his colle 
Her Majesty in. « upon them the Order of St. Michacl and 8t. Georgo, an 
honour Which they very much appreciated, and which they sid also devolved pon 

subordinates who hnd eealously seconded. their efforts in rendering all the 
axaistance in their to Her Majesty's ship “ Viotorious.” 

Thave, &e. 
(Signed) F. W. FISHER 





Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received August 10.) 


Sir, Roard of Trade, August 19, 1898, 

1 AM dirvotod by the Board of ‘Trade to acknowledge tho receipt of your lottor 
of the 6th instant inolosing copy of a despatch from the British Ditectors of th 
Canal Company relative to tho mggestions made by Her Majesty's Consul at Port Raid 
reganding pilotago at that port 

In reply, Tam to requost that you will state to the Marquoss of Salisbury that 
the Boanl observe that the Directors appear to be ge in ngreoment with the 
views of this Board, as oxprowed in Mr. Herrington’ 
with the exception of the question of showing a danger 
ii matter which the Board of Trade are inclined to rogard as of minor 
importance. 

With regard to the use sors by the pilots, the Boant are of opinion that, #0 
tong ng satisfac mado for putting pilots on board vessels when wt 
some distance fro scription of boat employed for the purpose is 
merely a matter of local d : : Bor 

Lam, &e 
(Signed RANCIS J. 8. HOPWOOD. 





No. 6. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Received September 10.) 


Sir, 7, Whitehall Gardens, September 9, 1898. 
WITH reference to your Totter of the 18th May, and to the reply from this 
Department of the Ist Tune Inst, respec s spaces of the British stenm- 
ships “ Aphrodite" and “ Knight Bra fed in the tonnage of those 
vessels as denoted on their Suez Canal special tonnage certificates, T am directed bj 
Board of Trade to state, for the information of the Marquess of Salisbury, that th 
surveyors have recently inspected the “Aphrodite,” and finding that coamings lad 
been fitted to the openings at the after enil of the bridge space since sho was measured 
for her Suez Canal tonnage certificate, the owner's attention was called to the raster, 
with the result that these fittings were removed, and the space fs now an open space 
as it was when first inspected by t ors, and ix not liable to measurement, 
Tam to add that no opportunity has yet occurred to reinspect the “ Knight 





Errant," and to suggest, for his Lordship's consideration, that the British Directors of 
the Suez Canal Company may he informed of the a that haé teen taken in this 


matter, 
Lam, &. 
INGRAM B. WALKER. 





British Sues Canal Directors to the Marquess of Solisbury—(Received 


eptember \6.) 
(No. 24. Commercial. Confidential.) 
My Lord, Paris, Septembe 

‘THE continued provaleuce of marsh fevers (*fidvres paludéennes”) in the town of 
Ismallin bas caused great anxiety to the Board of the Suez Canal Company, who, having 
determined to do all in. their power to improve the sanitary condition of tho district, 
have approached us privately with a view of enlisting the support of the Egyptian 
Government in their efforts to remedy the evil 

“The existence of these fevers is attributed, whether rightly or wrongly we are ni 
in a position to say, to. the construction of the Ismailia Canal, which caused the 
infiltration of frosh water into the salt water of Lake Tiimsah, and it is alleged that such 
infiltration never fails to produce feve 

Binee the year 1877, when the canal wns constructed, the Company have expended 
a xum of about 40,0007. in sanitary works, but the fever still continues, and in December 
Just u Medical Corntnission was appointed by the Board to study the question, who have 
reported in fhvour of further works being: carried out, which, in their opinion, will prove 
offective in rendering the town and district healthy 

‘he estimated cost of these works ix 100,000 fr. (4,002), and tl ier 
that axa portion of them will be situated ontxide the Company Exyptian 
Governuient should be axked to contribute, eny, € E. 1,000 towards their cost 

The President of the Company when in Fypt last d upon the subject 
with Sir William Gnestin, the Under-Secretary of Stat Works, and he 
reported that that gentleman scene dispose to entertain the p 

We inclowe herewith, for your Lordship’s in 


on handed to us by the Company, and we xtedugly urge the expediency of the 


asent of the Egyptian Government iven to the suggestion already subinit 
Sir William 
Ax wentio morandum, certain sanitary works have recently been 
Fayptian Government have hor 
the cost, and there would appear to be good reasons why the 
should not dissociate themselves from participating in works of t affecting 
the sanitary condition of the inhabitants of the towns situated on the Suex Canal 
We have, &e. 
ed) J, STOKES. 
H, AUSTIN LE} 
W. FREMANTLE. 


Inclosute in No. 47. 
Memoran 


JUSQU'EN 1876, la ville dTsmsilia « joui de In réputation méritée d'etre le séjour 
Te plus sain de Bgypte. 

En 1877, c'estaidire an an_aprés que le Grand Canal Ismailieh eut remplacé pour 
Yalimentation de la ville Tancien petit canal de YOuady, Gclata au moment dos 
hhautes enux du Nil une épidémie de fidvre paludéenne qui atteignit presque tous les 
habitants. 
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Corte épidémie fut attribuée aux infiltrations dans le sous-sol de In ville A trop pew 
de profondeur provenant dunonvean canal, et au mélange d'eau donee et d’eau salée sur 
les rives du Lac Timsah provenant des mémes infiltrations, 

Bien que la modification de l'état sanitaire d'Ismailia eut eu pour cause les travaux 
publics exéeutés, la Compagnie ne fit pas appel au concours financier du Gouvernement 
pour le paiement des travaux d’assainissoment fort onéroux qu'elle fit successivement 
exéeuter.* Elle ne demanda an Gouvernement que la suppression du déversement 
Néficho du tropplein du Canal Ismailich et Venvoi de ce trop-plein dans le Lac 
Menzaleh par le Canal Abbassich qu'elle faisait construire pour Valimentation de 
Port-Said ct dont elle fit augmentor jest eet Ins dimensions projetées "Ismailia i 
Kantars 

La Compagnie, par les tn 
des amdliorations plus on moins marqu 
réussi 3 faire disparattre la fidvre pli a, le 
une Commission Médicale, composée de MM. les Drs. Legrand, Fouquet, Dacorogon Bl 
Gauthier, Arbaud, Sini, ot Dampeirou 

Cotte Coromission, aprés visite des Tiewx et examen des observations et statistiques 
depuis 1877, a conseillé les mesures préventives ci-a 

1. Repousser vers Toussourn dans le Canal Maritime uché du drain de POundy 
cet emptcher lo passage de Veau de ce diain dans le Birket-cl-Bow 

2, Pratiquer des eoupures pour permettre I'écouloment direct dann le Tac ‘Timah 
des canx du Birketel-Bouri 

3. Assainir atsoi bien quo possible la’ Vallse de Noni 
sion Sti complttemant Ia région comprise ontee le Canal Inmallich ot le Lae 
‘Tirwsals 

Combattee les inGlirations du Canal Ismailieh par un drainage souterrain qui 
percep ax V'iofltration low condirait dana le bief aval 

6. Enfin, dans le cas oit aprés deux ou trois ans le bon effet des mesures 
se forait pas sentir, Ia Commission a donné le conseil (Agi 
Rogers Pacha en 1892) de demander le déplace 
‘amvont 

mnseilé de planter un rideau d’arbres dans 
la partic inférioure dels vallée de 1 ot de développor lex cultures intensive sur les 
terrainx dosséchés, 

Une partie des travaux d'assainissement conseillée par la Commission Médicale ne 
troavant en dehors des terrains concédés i la Compagnie ou acquis pur alle, le Président 
du Conseil d’Administration, M, le Prince A, d’Ar endaut son séjour en Rgypte 
mu mois de Janvier dernier, entretin: de la question M. Garatin, Sous-Sooritaire d'Istat 
iu Ministre des Travaux’ Pablics, et luk remit une note explicative, On demeura 
Officieasement accord pour proposer au Gouvernement Ryyptien de participer i forfat 
pour £E. 1,000 aux déipenses d'asminiwement devant «lever, d'aprin le détail ci-aprds, 
3 100,000 fr. 


¥r 
100,000 


des conrdites eau P 
Dalies ot servaire poutTalimentation dismatlia 
du trop-plein do Canal Temalich dans Is lugunes do Toussouse 
wement de 46 8 métros da Canal Abbuasich pour le déversement du 

Trop-plein da Cunul Inmate vers le Lac Menaalch es 
Creuncnmat de paits do sondage 
Trvser divers ss ee 


Busemble 
(1099) : 





Dérart des Travaux & exécater. 





1. Amainiawement de la région comprise. entre | 
‘ef amont do MTesallieh, le Lee Tins, t 
Ww lagune de NéBiehe (1 s20)— 
Avsiniwement dev rignles existantes et 
Treuement de nowvelles gokee «} 405 00 
Remblal dee 
Dragages 
vt dey. canauy de décharge 
ydraliquen 
Tuprieue 


Fr | Pee 


des cane du. déversotr dh 


t de Vaneien asia 
dee exe 


30,000 00 


100,000 09 


Ta participation da Gouvernement Egyption aux dépenses des travaux d’nssainisse- 
mont d'Tamailia seruit du reste conforme au mode de prooéder adopté & Suez en 1895. 
Dans un cas xounblable, In Compagnie a particfpé pour 30,008 fr. aux travaux d'assaininae- 
ment que le Gouvernement Ryyptien voulait faire 

Paris, le 1 Septembre, 1898. 





No. 48. 
Board of Trade to Foreign Offce.—(Reeeived October 29.) 


Board of Trade, October 23, 1898. 
I roference to the letter from thix Department of the 9th ultimo and to 

proviows correspondence respecting the measurement of the British, steam-ships 

M Aphrodite” and “Knight Errant "for Suex Canal special tonnage cortifieates, T am 
“by the Board of ‘Trade to state, for the information of the Marquess of 

Salisbury, that their survoyors have recently had an opportunity of inspecting the 

* Knight Brrant,” and, finding that, since the vessel was origi 

had beon made for easily closing in the openings at tho aft 

the owners’ attention wns callod to the mattor, with the result that certain fittings were 

removed, and the xpace is now an open space as it was when first inspected by the 

surveyors, and ix not liable to measurement. 

‘The surveyors, howaver, found that, owing to the rearrangement af one space and 
the construction of another, it was necessary to ime a fresh gortificate for the vere), 

1d this has accordingly been done. 

"Tho Board desire me to suuest, for his Lordship’s consideration, that the British 
Directors of the Suex Canal Company may be informed of the action which bas been 
taken in this case, 

Lam, &e, 
(Bigned) INGRAM B. WALKER. 





No. 49. 
Board of Trade to Foreiyn Office, —(Received November 4.) 


Sir, Board! of Trade, November 3, 1893. 

1 AM directed by the Board of Trade to advert to your letter of the 9th July last, 
transmitting, by dircetion of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a despatch from 
the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company, inclosing correspondence with the 


Company on the subject of the measurement of the bridge spaces of vessels, and calling 
attention to the ease of the British steam-ship “ Ethelbrytha. 

Tn reply, T am to state, for the information of bury, that the 
Board of ‘Trade have caused the “Ethelbrytha” to be reinspected, with the result that 
it was found that provision had been made for closing in the bridge space of the vessel, 
since the surveyors of this Department had measured her for her Suez Canal special 
tonnage certificate in April last, and under these circumstances the Board have issued a 
fresh certificate with the bridge space included in the toonage, and the old certificate has 
een obtained from the owners and cancelled, 

Tam to add that the Board desire me to suggest, for his Lordship's consideration, 
that the British Directors of the Suez Canal Company may be informed of the action 
that has heen taken in this ease. 


INGRAM B. WALKER. 





British Sve Canal Directors to the Marquess of Salisburye—{Received November 16.) 


(No. 26, Commercial, 
My Lord, Paris, November 15, 1808. 
WE have the honour to inclose n copy of a latter addressed to the Secretary of the 
‘Troasury by Mr. Austin Loo, Resident Director in Paris, with regard to rable 
to Her Majesty's Government on the 2nd January next for interest and dividend in rexpect. 
of the shares held by thom in the Suez Canal Company, 
We have, 
(For the British Directors), 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEB. 


Inolosure in No. 50, 


Mr, Austin Lee to Treasury, 


Sir, Paris, November 15, 1808. 

1 HAVE the honour to inform you that at the meeting of the Council of the Suem 
Canal Company, held on the 7th instant, it was resolved to pay on account at the close: 
of the present year, as customary, a gros dividend of 27 fr. 50 c, por sharo, to which 
will be added, in the case of capital shares, 12 fr. 90 e, for one half-year’s 

‘The net) amount, th of interest and dividend payable on the 2nd January 
next in respect of the capital shares mud “actions de hheld by Hor Majesty's 
Government (from which the taxes, amounting to 3489 fr. per share, will not be 

‘be 7,019,007 fr, 50.c., made up ax follows :— 


140 ce 
ance at $7 tr $0 €. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) H. AUSTIN LEE. 


——  —————————————————————— 





No. 5L. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Ofice —(Received November 18.) 


Sir, E 
7 ) Board of Trade, Novew 
TAM directed by the Board of Trade to transmit to you, for the luformuton oe che 
Marquess of Salisbury, a copy of a letier received from the Chamber of Shipping of the 
Gaited Kingdom, forwarding s copy af « Resolution passed by that body of vercconte 
e ship-owners respecting the measurement ish ships for Sue is 
fre shipowners respecting’ them of British ships for Suez Canal. special 
Te will be observed that the Chamber of Shipping desire that 1 
1 that th wet of Shipping desire that the system of mensure- 
ment now in operation in this country, ax set ‘orthe in “The Merdbant ‘Ship png Ace 
1304," may be adopted for measuring vessels for Suex Canal tonndge certifiries oak 
the ont tat the y, do not suggest that any alteration should be made fo the 
ent method of calculating for such cortifieates the allowance for nied by 
Fre propel ae ting for such certiteates the allowance for space vecaped ‘by 
connie oom of ‘Trade have given the Resolution of the Chamber their careful 
ensideration, and thelr views on the subject have been embodied in the actompanrie 
Memorandam ; and 1 am to suggest for his Lordahip's consideration, that a copy of ae 
emorandum, together with a copy of the letter from the Chamber of Shippin, heat 
be forwarded to the British Directors of the Suex Canal Company, with a tense shee 
the matter may be lnid before the Company for ita considera 2” aaa 
Lam, de, 
(Signed) “INGRAM B. WALKER, 


eS 
Inclosure 1 in No. 61 
Chamber of Shipping ef the United Kingdom to Board of Trae 


Fe 8: Whittington Avenue, Leadenhall Street, Lonen, 
7 . October 17, 1808, 
LAM directed to inform you that the subject of measurement of British sh 
Suee Canal certfientes: was carefully considered by the Hxecutive Counc) 
Chamber at their mecting on the 124h instant, when, having regard to te chee 
has boon made in the Betis Tonnage. Las sine the Report of the Constantinople 
F onal Tonnage Commission of 1873 by g of “The M hs ipping 
Tonnage Act, 1880," they unanimously passed the following Dectenten be 
horohy at the Executive Council of ie Ohauber of Shipping of the United Kingetom 
roby respoetfally requests the Board of ‘Trade to use itt influence with the Dinees 
$f the Buex Canal Company to induce thom to adopt the ame method of meas re 
for grow tonnage and the same deductions for tho orew and other a8 
ptenont penetised by the Board uf 'ende = Sms ue 
sev fetwarding ‘this copy of the above: Resolution; { was directed iijeot 
which it refers ix one of great importinoe to Briti owner, py itiiy oak ne 
Jt the attentive and favourable counideration tthe Lonrk of Tac: eel ask for 
"4 Lam, &e. 
(Bigued)  H. COOKE, Secretary. 


aap 
Thelosure 2 in No, 51. 


Memorandum, 


THE particulars now attached enable a compari 
i nparison to be made bet wo 
Present systems, apart altogether from the deduction for propelling seer vite, rs 


Chamber of Shipping do not propose to alter. 


Udi cock Towhnge:—Tn Steno Vaisels, notably B86 very Lingo’ unes at-present: 
‘built for the Eastern trade, the under-deck tonnage of the British system comes ont 
siderably more than that of the Suez Canal system, owing. to our baving m 
rule so aa to apply the principle of measurement with the utmost available pr 
‘whereas the Canal Company still hold to the hard-and-fast. rule of measuring the yesxcl 
in one length from end to end, regardless of the breaks in the bottom to which the 
Ropidin ane tao oki tho saane the, onto paieciple the mothing shall: be tactoded ia 
the tonnage which cannot be used for earning freight, it would only be consistent for the 
Company to exempt from measurement the fore and after peak ballast tanks in every 
ease where these constitute double bottoms within the meaning of the Act. 

Closed-in Spacex.—Iit will be noted that in the tonnage of the elosed-in spaces, mn 
nearly every caye the Suez system shows a preponderance, and this is'due to the fact 
that while from Beitish tounage is, exempted every space on the upper deck havi 
openings without permanently atteched means of closing, such spaces in the 
qratect tro iechdl tn toamngo “3 Shey cas ‘be easly shnod 
‘This gives great dissatisfaction to the ship-owner, who primarily fits such xpnces that they 
aay SONGS tu Abe anboty Of he wesel 09 Weay tnd whee qs agreeable, whet cate 
or stores are stowed therein, that they should then be added to the tounage and made 
chargeable for dues on that partienlar- voyage. An assinaflation to the British system 
in this would be reasonable, and give great saliafaction, and, taken together with the 
sxsimilation in tho under-deck aystem mentioned above, there would be burdly any 
dim ent gros tonnage of the Sues system, especially In the cave of 
the present largely increasing type of vessel built for the Kastern trade, For instance, 
take the largest vous) of the examplox given, viz,, the “Knight Errant,"" whove grost 
British tonnage is 746418 tons against a groas Suce tonnage of 7.37003 

Dedoction for Orew Space, Galleys, W-C'r, ond for Closed-in Spaces employed for 
working the Ship.—The deductions at prenent allowed in the Suox system for crew spice, 
and other such spaces not directly employed for earning freight, appear by no means 
satisfactory, and it would remove a groat grievance from the shipowners could it bo 
asstallated to the Brith aystem. ‘The limitation at present placed upon the deduction 

nted for mess-rooms, bath-rooms, chart-rooms, and the like, besides the general 
imitation of the whole of those deductions to 5 per cont. of the gros tonnage, really 
operste against improvements in the sanitary conditions of vessels, whercas it is highly 
necessary, in the public interest, that for such a trade, rife with the chaneos of epidemics, 
the greatest encouragement should be given to render romeln as perfoct ax possible from 
‘a uanitary point of view, ospocially in tho dinaction of enlarging the accommodation for 
the crew ‘rom the twelve examples given, if we eliminate the “ Weya " and “ Carlisle 
City,” neither of which is typicel Indian or Australian trader (tho-¢no being #.coarter 
and the other # Trausatlantic trader), we get ten recent vessels, the respective. tonnages 
of which are set dowu in the-oltached paper io, ino columas, one-showing the Suex 
tonnage as now defined, aud the other the same tonnage ax it would be were the wishes 
of the Chamber of Shipping carried out, 4.¢., the andor-dock closod.in space tonnage and 
the deduction for conse, Belt wer the Ta pty au hd 
tion for propelling power, ealculated by the Suex Canal ayatem. Hy his it will bo scan 
that there is only in the totals of the fen ships.» difference of 2 per cent, and. in time, as 
‘he present type of Indian trader developes, thave is no doubt that this diflerence will 
dienrpenr, tid Abat, junetically $h6 Actal focuagt passing saiaehidke Teaal eon gical 
dues are’ payable ‘would be no leas for the same number of veassla than cit’ ts ,at 
resent. 
PisSrttsaay/aleo bo adddod tbat (he saving of labour and friction in having ©. practically 
uniform system of measurement, with the exception of the deduction for propelling 


power, would be very great. 
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Conrpantsox of ten Vessels Intely measured for Suez Canal Certificate, showing theit 
present net ‘Tonnage according to present Rules, ani also their net Tonnage 
assuming the British system were adopted, with the exception of the deduction for 
propelling power, which wonld remain, as at present, under Suez system <— 
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Foreign Office to British Sue= Canal Directors, 


‘No, 13. Commercial.) 
Hentlemen, Foreign Office, November 22, 1808. 
TAM dirocted by the Marquess of Salisbury to transmit herewith copy of « letter 
from the Board of Trade, inclosing a Resolation passed by the Chamber of Shipping of 
the United Kingdom, in which itis suggested that the system of measurement now ia 
operation in this country may be adopted, with a alight modification, for measuring 
veuiols for Suox Canal tonnage certificates. 
‘The views of the Board of Trade on this proposal are embodied in the accom. 
\ying Memorandum, and in accordance with the request of that Department, Lam to 
instruet you to bring the matter before the Directors of tho Snex Canal Company for 
their consideration. 
Tam, &e. 
(Signed) 8. JOHN BRODRICK. 





Commercial.) 

My Loci, Paris, November 29, 1898. 
WE! have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s: instructions, 

contained in Sir Thomas Sanderson's despatch No, 1%, Comtnercial, of the 22nd instant, 

to bring before the Directors of the Suez Canal Company the proposal of the Board of 


# Nad. 


59 


‘Trade embodied ina Memorandum, with regard to estab a nel system of measure 
ment for vessels supplied with Suez. Canal certificates, inclosed in that despatch. 

Before doing s0, we venture to suhmit to your Lordship a retrospect of the question 
opened in the Memorandum, which shows that the propossl of the Board of Trade 
involves more than a simple understanding with the Canal Company, as it modifies a 
system of tonnage measurement arrived at by an International Agreement, which must 

in be sought before any change can be made. 

In 1869, when the Suez Canal was opened to navigation, the Suez Canal Company 
levied the dues authorized by their Concession for nearly three years on the net tonnage 
of vessels; but difficulties urose owing to the Company announcing that from the Ist July 
1872 the dues would be levied on the gross tounage. 

‘The Turkish Government being appealed to both by the Maritime Powers whose 
vessels were affected by the serious inorease of the dues, and by M, de Lesseps in support 
Of bis rights, laid down. that it belonged to Mis Majesty the Sultan alono to define the 
meaning of the Concession, nnd to say what was the tonnage on which the dues should be 
levied, and the Powers by their subsequent action admitted this, 

"The Porte, however, admitted its incapacity to decide the technical question ot 

tonnage in view of the great variety of systems adopted in different countries for the 
measurement of vessels, and proposed the assombling of ua Laternational Conference at 
Constantinople to establish a uniform system of tonnago on which the dues shonld be 
levied. 
"This Conference, after prolonged negotiations, at length met in October 1873. 
In its instructions to ite Delegate, Edhem Pasha, who presided over the Conforence, 
the Porte reserved to itself the right to adopt the conclasions of the Conference and to 
regulate their application ; and in his letter of the 9th December, 1878, to Edhom Pasha, 
the Turkish Forcign Minister repeated this reserve, while in the Vizitial letters to the 
Khedive of January and March 1874, the mode of application of these conclusions was 
Jaid down, 

‘The Final Arrangement in 1578 contained the fllowing ela 

“Qu'aucune modification ne pourra dtre apportée h avenir aux conditions de 
transit, aoit en ce qui concerne les droite de navigation, soit en ce qui concerne les droits 
de remorquage, d'anerage, de pilotage, &e., qu'avee l'assentiment de la Sublime Porte, qui, 
do son ebté, stentondm A ce sujet avec les principales Paissances intéressées, avant de 

dre aucune détermination.” 

‘We have the honour, therefore, to submit to your Lordship that according to the 


foregoiay 
1 ‘The Porte has maintained its right to establish the tonnage on which the Suce 
Canal dues must be levied ; 

2. ‘That the Parte adopted as the tonnage measurement of Turkey that laid down by 
the Constantinople Rules ; and 

3. ‘That the Porte prescribed to the Company the mode in which the duce were to be 
levied. 

The Suez Canal Company at first refused to submit to this rating, but when 
steps had been taken to compel them by fore to do so,.they submitted under 
protest. 
prover 1876, after the purchase of the Khedive's shares by Hor Majesty's Government, 
a Convention was made with the Company under which the protests wore withdrawn, 
hind some changes were made in the Agreetment of 1873 but this was done, as provided 
thove, with the assent of the Porte, after coming to an understanding with the principal 
Powers interested. 

The proposal of the Board of Trade would modify the Rules of the Constantinople 
Commission, and must therefore, we conclude from the foregoing, be submitted to the 
Porte and other Powers interested. 

‘As regards the changes proposed, we think that thoy are very desirable. “The 
changes in the construction of ahips hulls have rendered the Constantinople Rules in 
‘many particulars inappliable ‘and it would undoubtedly be more satisfactory to have 
them brought into conformity with eat modes of construction, 

We would suggest that this end would be best sttained by an International Commission 
of experts sitting in London. 

such a solution should commend itself to your Lordship, it wold certainty be 
desirable to obtain the concurrence of the Suez Canal Company previous to pro- 

it 
think, however, that the comparison of the tonnage of vescels, a measured 
under the Constantinople Rales, with the tounage that would result from the method 





d be requested to add to 
Peninsular and Oricatal 
large a part of the Suez 


We have, &c 
ned) J. 
H. AUSTIN Li 
C. W. FREMAD 





